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COMMUNITY BOARDS ð FUNCTIONS AND DELEGATIONS   

This document records the delegation of Council functions, responsibilities, duties, and 
powers to Community Boards .   
The Community Boards have been established under section 49 of the Local Government Act 
2002 to represent, and act as an advocate for, the interests of their  community.   
The delegations are expressed in general terms.  The delegations shall be exercised with 
proper regard for the Councilõs strategic direction, policies, plans, Standing Orders and its 
interpretation of its statutory obligations.  The delegations are to be read together with the 
following propositions.  
These delegations are based on the following principles: 

¶ Issues relevant to a specific community should be decided as closely as possible to that 

community.  Where an issue has city-wide implications, ie any effects of the decision 

cross a ward or community boundary or have consequences for the city as a whole, the 

matter will be decided by Council after seeking a recommendation from the relevant 

Community Board  or (any ambiguity around the interpretation of òcity-wideó will be 

determined by the Mayor and Chief Executive in consultation with the relevant Chair);  

¶ Efficient decision-making should be paramount;  

¶ Conflicts of interest should be avoided and risks minimised;  

¶ To ensure processes are free from bias and pre-determination Community Boards  

should not adjudicate on issues on which they have advocated or wish to advocate to 

Council;  

¶ Community Boards should proactively and constructively engage with residents on 

local matters that affect the community they represent and  raise with Council issues 

raised with them by their community and advocate on behalf of their community.  

These delegations: 

(a) do not delegate any function, duty or power which a statute (for example section 

53(3) and clause 32(1) of Schedule 7 of the Local Government Act 2002) prohibits 

from being delegated; 

(b) are subject to and do not affect any delegation which the Council has already made 

or subsequently makes to any other committee, Council officer or other member of 

staff;  

(c) are subject to any other statutory requirements that may apply to a particular 

delegation; 

(d) are subject to any notice issued by the Council, from time to time, to a Community 

Board that a particular issue must be referred to Council for decision;  
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(e) reflect that decisions with significant financial implications should be made by 

Council (or a committee with delegated authority);  

(f) prom ote centralisation of those functions where the appropriate expertise must be 

ensured; and 

(g) reflect that all statutory and legal requirements must be met.  

DELEGATIONS  

Decide: 

¶ Naming new roads and alterations to street names (in the Community Board õs area). 

¶ Official naming of parks, reserves and sports grounds within the provisions o f 

Councilõs Naming Policy. Note 1 

¶ Removal and/or planting of street trees within the provisions of Councilõs 

Operational Guide for Urban Forest Plan  where a dispute arises that cannot be 

resolved at officer level.  Note 2 

¶ The granting of leases and licences in terms of Council policy to voluntary 

organisations for Council owned properties in their local area, for example, halls, 

but not including the granting of leases and licences to community houses and 

centres. 

¶ The granting of rights -of-way and other easements over local purpose reserves and 

granting of leases or licences on local purpose reserves. 

¶ The granting of leases and licences for new activities in terms of Council policy to 

community and commercial organisations over recreation reserves subject to the 

provisions of the Reserves Act 1977 and land managed as reserve subject to the 

provisions of the Local Government 2002, in their local area.  (Note:  renewal of 

existing leases and licences will be reported once a year to Councilõs City 

Development Committee).  

¶ The allocation of funding from the Community Engagement Fund in accordance 

with Councilõs adopted guidelines. 

¶ Expenditure of funds allocated by the Council to the Board from the Miscellaneous 

Budget to cover expenditure associated with the activities of the Board.  The Chair 

to approve expenditure, in consultation with the Board, and forward appropriate 

documentation to the Committee Advisor for authorisation.  Boards must not 

exceed their annual expenditure from the Miscellaneous Budget. 

                                                      
1
 This excludes sites that are considered high profile, significant on a city-wide basis due to their size and location, or where the 

site crosses ward or community boundaries. 

2
 The Operational Guide for Urban Forest Plan is available from Councilôs Parks and Gardens Division. 
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¶ The allocation of funding for the training and development of Community Board  or 

members, including formal training courses, attenda nce at seminars or attendance at 

relevant conferences. 

Consider and make recommendations to Council on:  

¶ Particular issues notified from time to time by Council to the Community Board . 

¶ Roading issues considered by the Mayor and Chief Executive to be strategic due to 

their significance on a city-wide basis, including links to the State Highway, or 

where their effects cross ward or community boundaries.  

¶ Parks, reserves and sports ground naming for sites that have a high profile, city-

wide importance due to the ir size and location and/or cross ward or community 

boundaries.  

¶ Representatives to any Council committee, subcommittee, subordinate decision-

making body, working group, or ad hoc group on which a Community Board  

representative is required by Council.  

¶ The setting, amending or revoking of speed limits in accordance with the Hutt City 

Council Bylaw 2005 Speed Limits, including the hearing of any submissions.  

GENERAL FUNCTIONS  

Provide their local communityõs input on: 

¶ Councilõs Long Term Plan and/or Annual Plan. 

¶ Councilõs policies, programmes (including the District Roading Programme) and 

bylaws. 

¶ Changes or variations to the District Plan. 

¶ Resource management issues which it believes are relevant to its local community, 

through advocacy. 

¶ The disposal or acquisition of significant assets. 

¶ Road safety including road safety education within its area.  

¶ Any other issues a Board believes is relevant to its local area. 

¶ Review Local Community Plans as required . 

Reports may be prepared by the Board and presented to Council Committees, along with an 
officerõs recommendation, for consideration. 
Any submissions lodged by a Board or Committee require formal endorsement by way of 
resolution.  
Co-ordinate with Council staff:  

¶ Local community consultation on city -wide issues on which the Council has called 

for consultation.  

Maintain:  
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¶ An overview of roadworks, water supply, sewerage, stormwater drainage, waste 

management and traffic management for its local area.  

¶ An overview of parks, recreational facilities and community acti vities within its 

local area. 

Develop:  

¶ Community Response Plans in close consultation with the Wellington Region 

Emergency Management Office, emergency organisations, the community, 

residentsõ associations, other community groups, and local businesses.   The 

Community Response Plans will be reviewed on an annual basis. 

Grant:  

¶ Local community awards.  

Promote: 

¶ Recreational facilities and opportunities in its area with a view to ensure maximum 

usage. 

¶ Arts and crafts in its area. 

Appoint:  

¶ A liaison member or, where appropriate, representatives to ad hoc bodies, which 

are involved in community activities within the Board õs area, on which a 

community representative is sought.  

Endorse: 

¶ Amendments to the Eastbourne Community Trust Deed (Eastbourne Community 

Board only).  
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EASTBOURNE  

A STATEMENT OF BASIC  PRINCIPLES  

The Eastbourne Community Board, representing the people of Eastbourne; 

Recognises that we are part of a community living in a unique environment, 
 

Believes that we have been entrusted with the care of an environment which is a 

major asset of the Wellington region, 
 

Desires to conserve and enhance this asset for the  enjoyment  of  future generations of 

residents and visitors, and therefore; 
 

Acknowledges and promotes the key characteristics of Eastbourne and the Bays as: 

1. A community situated on the coast of Wellington harbour, bounded by the sea on 

the one side and on the other by bush-clad hills; 

2. A community comprising a string of smaller communities, with residential areas of 

low-rise, low-density housing, interspersed with many trees; 

3. A community in which the citizens care and respect each otherôs differences and 

right to quiet enjoyment of their surroundings; 

4. A community where industry and commerce have developed without detriment to 

the natural environment; 

5. A community where the arts are valued and where participation in theatre, painting, 

pottery, music, gardening and sports is actively fostered and encouraged ; 

6. A community concerned for the welfare of the young and the old where the 

elderly may retire in dignity, where families have access to facilities to raise their 

children in an environment which promotes safety and well-being; 

7. A community which values and encourages preservation of its heritage and 

history. 
 

Further: 

It is our stated intent that the recognition of these principles and acceptance of the key 

characteristics will  underlie  the activities which  we as a community and board 

undertake, and that they will provide the criteria against which,  and within which, any 

district plans,  strategic plans or developmental or organisational initiatives may be  

assessed. 

 

    





 

 

HUTT CITY COUNCIL  
 

EASTBOURNE COMMUNITY  BOARD  
 

Meeting to be held in the East Harbour Women's Club, 145 Muritai Road, Eastbourne 
on 

 Tuesday 12 June 2018 commencing at 7.15pm. 
 

ORDER PAPER 
 

PUBLIC BUSINESS   
 

1. APOLOGIES    

2. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Generally up to 30 minutes is set aside for public comment (three minutes per 
speaker). Speakers may be asked questions on the matters they raise.   

3. PRESENTATIONS  

Presentation by Local Councillor from Greater Wellington Regional 
Council  (18/817) 

A verbal update by Cr Prue Lamason from Greater Wellington Regional 
Council.       

4. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS     

5. MINUTES  

Meeting minutes Eastbourne Community Board, 3  April 2018 13   

6. REPORTS REFERRED FOR BOARD  INPUT BEFORE BEING C ONSIDERED 

BY SUBCOMMITTEE OF COUNCIL  

Proposed School Zones 40km/h Variable Speed Limits 2017/2018  (18/968) 

Report No. ECB2018/3/164 by the Traffic Engineer - Network Operations  21   

7. CHAIR'S REPORT  (18/808) 

Report No. ECB2018/3/88 by the Chair  29 

8. REPRESENTATION REVIEW - OPTIONS CONSULTATION  (18/955) 

Report No. ECB2018/3/87 by the Divisional Manager, Strategy and 
Planning 32 
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9. ECOLOGY AND LANDSCAP ES CONSULTATION - UPDATE  (18/1002) 

Memorandum dated 6 June 2018 by the Divisional Manager District Plan  52 

10. GREATER WELLINGTON R EGIONAL COUNCIL  BUS  SHELTER 
RENEWAL PROGRAMME  (18/843) 

Memorandum dated 21 May 2018 by the Member 54 

11. EASTBOURNE COMMUNITY  BOARD'S SUBMISSION T O HUTT 
CITY COUNCIL'S LONG TERM PLAN  (18/953) 

Memorandum dated 31 May 2018 by the Committee Advisor  61 

12. COMMITTEE ADVISOR'S REPORT (18/658) 

Report No. ECB2018/3/16 by the Committee Advisor  66  

13. INFORMATION ITEM  

Proposed Building Development in York Bay  (18/960) 

An update from Ms Sutherland on a proposed subdivision in York Bay.    

14. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON LOCAL OR GANISATIONS  

a) Eastbourne and Bays Community Trust  (18/776) 

Verbal update by Mr Gibbons  

b) Vibrant  Village  (18/777) 

Verbal update by Mr Gibbons  

c) Okiwi Trust  (18/778) 

Verbal update by Ms Sutherland  

d) Educating Residents Around Trapping (ERAT) Steering Group  
(18/779) 

Verbal update by Ms Sutherland  

e) Days Bay Wharf Steering Group  (18/780) 

Verbal update by Ms Horrocks or Mr Ashe.  

f ) Community Response Group  (18/781) 

Verbal update by Ms Horrocks or Ms Knight.  
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g) Plastic Free Eastbourne (18/783) 

Verbal updated by Ms Horrocks or Mr Ashe.  

h) Eastbourne Youth Workers' Trust  (18/784) 

Verbal update by Ms Knight.  

i ) Eastbourne Childcare Community Group  (18/785) 

Verbal update by Ms Knight.  

j ) Keep Hutt City Beautiful  (18/787) 

Verbal update by Ms Horrocks     

15. QUESTIONS  

With reference to section 32 of Standing Orders, before putting a question a 
member shall endeavour to obtain the information. Questions shall be concise 
and in writing and handed to the Chair prior to the commen cement of the 
meeting.    
  
 
 
 
Judy Randall 
COMMITTEE ADVISOR  
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HUTT CITY COUNCIL  
 

EASTBOURNE COMMUNITY  BOARD  
 

Minutes of a meeting held in the East Harbour Women's Club, 145 Muritai Road, 
Eastbourne on 

 Tuesday 3 April 2018  commencing at 7.15pm 
 

 
            
   
PRESENT: Mr R Ashe Mr M Gibbons (Chair) 
 Ms L Knight  Cr T Lewis 
 Cr M Lulich  Ms A Sutherland  
   
   
 
APOLOGIES : An apology was received from Ms V Horrocks.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE : Mr B Kibblewhite, General Manager, Corporate Services  
  Mr D Simmons, Traffic Asset Manager (part meeting) 

Ms J Randall, Committee Advisor  
 

 
PUBLIC BUSINESS  

 
  

1. APOLOGIES    

Members noted the apology from Ms V Horrocks.  

2. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Comments are recorded under the item to which they relate .  
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3. PRESENTATION  

Presentation by Local Councillor from Greater Wellington Regional Council  
(18/363) 

Ms Lamason clarified that the Ecology and Landscapes consultation, which 
included  Significant Natural Areas (SNAs), was a Hutt City Council initiative 
rather than an initiative of Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC).  

The Chair advised a local group of residents had been formed and they had 
resolved to continue communication with Council regarding SNAs. The General 
Manager Corporate Services,  explained that the Ecology and Landscapes 
consultation had been enacted in response to rules established by GWRC and 
Central Government.  

Ms Lamason advised  that Whaitua Committees were to be established by August 
to help with decisions on local land and water management.  Applications for 
membership of the Committees would be publicised via social media and the 
GWRC web page.   

Ms Lamason advised that the Airport Flyer (the Flyer) Hutt Valley service was an 
exempt service in terms of the NZ Bus contract with GWRC. It required no subsidy 
and had not been assessed as integral to the network of services because it 
duplicated  other bus or train services. Ms Lamason listed a number of other bus 
services in this category including most school buses.  She was clear that NZ Bus 
was within its rights to terminate services that were not profitable.  

In response to questions from members, Ms Lamason advised that statistics on bus 
patronage were only kept for transport services that received subsidies. She said 
subsidising the Flyer service would require expenditure to be re -prioritised and 
added that any decision to prioritise public g ood over profit would require an 
increase in rates. Ms Lamason believed there would be sufficient room for 
passengers on trains if the Flyer service was to be discontinued but acknowledged 
train patronage was increasing. 

Ms Lamason advised the GWRC Long Term Plan was open for consultation. She 
encouraged submissions from the community.  

In response to questions from members, Ms Lamason invited the Chair to contact 
her to request information  on proposed changes to the Eastbourne Baysõ bus 
shelters. She suggested a GWRC representative might be able to attend a Board 
meeting to further update members on plans for the bus shelters. 

4. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS   

 There were no conflict of interest declarations.  
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5. MINUTES  

RESOLVED:  (Mr Gibbons/Ms Knight)   Minute No. ECB 182 06 

òThat the minutes of the meeting of the Eastbourne Community Board held on Tuesday, 13 
February 2018, be confirmed as a true and correct record.ó 

6. REPORT REFERRED FOR BOARD  INPUT BEFO RE BEING CONSIDERED BY 

SUBCOMMITTEE OF COUNCIL  

Kaitawa Road - Proposed No Stopping At All Times Restrictions  (18/408) 

Report No. ECB2018/2/77 by the Senior Traffic Engineer  

 
Speaking under public comment Ms S Connell , a York Bay resident, expressed 
concern about road safety in Kaitawa Road. She lived near the junction of Kaitawa 
and Waitohu Roads and was aware of dangerous driving situations caused by the 
narrowness of the road. She advised the T bar junction of Kaitawa and Waitohu 
Roads was blind and unsafe and  advocated for no parking spaces to improve 
visibility and allow vehicles to stay on the correct side of the road as they turned.  
 
In response to questions from members, Ms Connell advised she had surveyed 
residents in the immediate area and they agreed with the proposed safety 
improvements.   She did not believe speeds would increase as a consequence of the 
changes, because parked cars on the street would help to control speed. 
 
Speaking under public comment Ms F Rashbrooke, a long time York Bay resident, 
supported the extension of no parking lines on Kaitawa Road. She said this would 
help mitigate traffic problems in the road. She noted there was sufficient parking 
for cars on other sections of Kaitawa and Waitohu Roads. 
 
Speaking under public comment, Ms Connell  presented letters from three  
residents of Kaitawa and Waitohu Roads.  The letters expressed support for 
extending the no parking lines on Kaitawa Road. The residents suggested the no 
parking lines be extended to a distance that made it safe for vehicles to pass parked 
cars and still be on the correct side of the road before the junction with Waitohu 
Road.  They noted that increasing levels of brisk moving traffic on the road had 
exacerbated the problem. One resident expressed concern that parking may 
become more of an issue on Waitohu Road as a result of the changes, and asked 
Council to reassess parking throughout York Bay. 
 

The Traffic Asset Manager elaborated on the report.  He said the proposed changes 
were in an area that was very narrow for cars to pass and close to a tight corner. He 
advised the proposed changes would improve safety in an area of road that had 
steep topography and limited visibility.  He estimated the changes would improve 
sight distance by up to 33 metres.  
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In response to a question from a member, the Traffic Asset Manager advised that 
only two or three parking spaces would be removed as a result of the changes and 
he considered that safety issues were a higher priority than parking.  

 
RESOLVED: (Mr Gibbons/Ms Sutherland)  Minute No. ECB 182 07               

òThat the recommendation contained in the report be endorsed.ó 

 7. ELECTION OF THE DEPU TY CHAIR  (17/1872) 

Memorandum dated 21 Mar ch 2018 by the Committee Advisor 

 
RESOLVED: (Mr Gibbons/Ms Sutherland) Minute No. ECB 182 08                                      

òThat the Board:  
 
(i)  notes that the selection of a Deputy Chair in the 2016-2019 triennium be on a rotational 

basis; and 
 
(ii)  agrees that Mr R Ashe be elected to the position of Deputy Chair from 4 April 2018 until  

after the Eastbourne Community Boardõs first meeting in 2019.ó 
 

8. CHAIR'S REPORT  (18/362) 

Report No. ECB2018/2/38 by the Chair  

 The Chair commended Ms Horrocksõ letter to Council highlighting issues with 
consultation on SNAs. Cr Lewis said the letter underlined the important work of the 
Board in connecting community and Council.  

Mr Ashe noted some of the actions logged for the Walkaround were not supported by the 
Board.  He advised that he would contact Ms Horrocks for clarification. The General 
Manager Corporate Services  explained that any member of the public was able to log a 
RAP (Report a Problem) with Council.  

 
RESOLVED: (Mr Gibbons/Cr Lewis)  Minute No. ECB 182 09                                              

òThat the Board: 
 
(i) notes the report; and 
 
(ii)  urges Council to ensure the informal consultation period on Significant Natural Areas is 

extended until all individual property owners who wish to consult with officers have been 
able to do so.ó 
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9. COMMITTEE ADVISOR'S REPORT (18/364) 

Report No. ECB2018/2/13 by the Committee Advisor  

 Mr Ashe thanked officers for information they had provided on road closures and road 
maintenance around the bays.  He noted Council had spent relatively little on cleaning 
up storm damage in recent years and indications were that storms had not been 
increasing. He envisaged this might change with the progression of climate change. 

Ms Sutherland noted  there were funds available for Board training and suggested 
members look at opportunities for training before the end of the financ ial year. 

 
RESOLVED: (Mr Gibbons/Cr Lulich)   Minute No. ECB 182 10                                             

òThat the Board receives and notes the report.ó 

 

 10. INFORMATION ITEMS  

a) Wellington Water Ltd - Community Water Stations Update  (18/374) 

Report No. ECB2018/2/39 by Wellington Water Limited.  

 Members noted the report. 

b) Central Districts Pest Control Ltd - Update on the TBfree New Zealand 
Programme (18/396) 

Report No. ECB2018/2/40 by the Committee Advisor  

 Members noted the report. 
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c) Ecology and Landscapes Consultation Update  (18/407) 

Memorandum dated 19 Mar ch 2018 by the Environmental Policy Analyst  

 Members noted the report. 

Mr Ashe provided background to the consultation. He said the New Zealand 
Coastal Policy Statement required all identified landscapes to be protected and 
retained. He highlighted that even scrub covered areas framing harbours might be 
classified as needing protection. He added that SNA classifications might increase 
land values by attracting residents because of the bush clad landscape. 

In response to a question from a member, the General Manager Corporate Services, 
advised that every site identified as a SNA would be visited if requested by 
residents.   

    

11. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON LOCAL OR GANISATIONS  

a) Eastbourne and Bays Community Trust  (18/350) 

 

 Mr Gibbons said that 13 of the 16 Heritage Trail signs had been completed and the 
sign on Eastbourne Wharf would be installed once the wharf had been upgraded. 
He had received favourable feedback from the local community about the Trail.  

Mr Gibbons requested that approximately $600.00 be allocated to sponsoring both 
the HW Shortt display on the Heritage Trail and a sign at the Days Bay Ferry 
Terminal to direct passengers to the trail. 

 
RESOLVED: (Mr Gibbons/Cr Lulich)    Minute No. ECB 182 111 

òThat the Board approves expenditure from its miscellaneous administration budget for the 
Heritage Trail for: 

(a) a display sign at HW Shortt Park; and 

(b) a sign at the Days Bay Ferry Terminal; 

totalling approximately $600.00.ó 
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b) Vibrant Village  (18/351) 

 Mr Gibbons advised there was nothing to report.  

c) Okiwi Trust  (18/359) 

 Ms Sutherland advised there was nothing to report.  

d) Educating Residents Around Trapping (ERAT) Steering Group  (18/352) 

 Ms Sutherland advised there was now a second run of monitor lines. She added 
that a heat map had been released to monitor the traps. She noted trap line 
operators were having  difficulty selling their traps.  

e) Days Bay Wharf Steering Group  (18/353) 

 Mr Ashe advised there had been no meeting. 

f)  Community Response Group  (18/354) 

 Ms Knight advised they had attended the Battle of the Bays event and had trialled 
emergency response activities. They intended  doing the same at Muritai School to 
coincide with the Wahine memorial event.  

g) Keep Hutt City Beautiful  (18/355) 

Report No. ECB2018/2/41 by the Chair  

 Cr Lewis advised that Councilõs free text or phone tag line service for graffiti 
removal was very effective and graffiti would be painted over within 24 hours of 
notification.  

h) Plastic Free Eastbourne (18/356) 

 Mr Ashe advised the Plastic Free Eastbourne bag launch event had been postponed 
to Saturday 7 April. He said that 500 bags had been completed, not the 300 
reported in the previous minu tes. He added that higher priced supporters bags 
could also be purchased to maintain the initiative. Mr Ashe would let members 
know more details about the launch.  

i)  Eastbourne Youth Workers' Trust  (18/357) 
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 Ms Knight advised there was nothing to report.  

j)  Eastbourne Childcare Community Group  (18/358) 

 Ms Knight advised the current Chair of the Group was relocating and a new Chair 
would be required.  

12. QUESTIONS    

There were no questions.  

 
 
There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 8.11 pm. 
 

 
 
 

Mr M Gibbons  
CHAIR  

 
 
 
 
CONFIRMED as a true and correct record  
Dated this 12th day of June 2018 
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Eastbourne Community Board  

01 June 2018 

 
 
 

File: (18/968) 

 
 

 
 
Report no: ECB2018/3/164 

 

Proposed School Zones 40km/h Variable 
Speed Limits 2017/2018  

 

Purpose of Report 

1. The purpose of this report is to seek Councilõs approval for the installation of 
three School Zone 40km/h Variable Speed Limits for Muritai Road, outside 
Muritai Primary School; Knights Road, outside St Peter & Pauls School; 
Dowse Drive, outside Maungaraki School  - as shown attached as 
Appendices 1 to 3 to the report. 

Recommendations 

That the Traffic Subcommittee recommends that Council: 

(i) notes the specified parts of  

(a) Knights Road, Myrtle Street and Bloomfield Terrace (for St Peter & Pauls 
School); 

(b) Muritai Road (for Muritai Primary School);  

(c) Dowse Drive, Maple Grove, Barberry Grove and Rowan Street (for 
Maungaraki School);  

 meet the New Zealand Transport Agency warrant conditions for 40km/h 
 Variable Speed Limits in School Zones; 

(ii)  resolves that Variable Speed Limits in School Zones, that 40km/h variable 
speed limits be set from 1 August 2018 for areas around the following 
schools: 

(a) St Peter & Pauls School, attached as Appendix 1 to the report; 

(b) Muritai Primary School , attached as Appendix 2 to the report; 

(c) Maungaraki School, attached as Appendix 3 to the report; and 

(iii)  requests officers to undertake all necessary actions to give effect to these 
resolutions under the provisions of the Rule.  

For the reasons: 
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¶ To reduce the likelihood and consequences of crashes involving children 
arriving at or leaving school.  

¶ To provide a safer road environment outside schools and reinforce driver 
expectations of the likely presence of children. 

 

Background 

2. School Zone 40km/h variable speed limits are an approved New Zealand 
Transport Agency (NZTA) safety measure to reduce the likelihood and 
consequences of crashes involving children arriving at or leaving school. 
They provide a safer road environment outside  schools and reinforce driver 
expectations of the likely presence of children.  

Discussion 

Warrant for School Zone 40km/h Variable Speed Limits  

3. A road controlling authority may only set a 40km/h variable speed limit in a 
school zone under the following conditions:  

a. There is a high level of school-related activity on the road outside the 
school with at least 50 children crossing the road or entering or leaving 
vehicles at the roadside; and 

b. The traffic on the road outside the school meets at least one of the 
following conditions:  

i. The mean speed of free-running vehicles is greater than 45km/h;  

ii.  The 85th percentile speed of free-running vehicles is greater than 50 
km/h;  

iii.  There have been speed related crashes in the previous five years; or 

iv.  The school-related activity in condition (a) occurs on a main traffic 
route. 

Periods of Operation 

4. National and international use of school zone variable speed limits show that 
they are effective in reducing speeds but have the support of drivers only if  
there are children present when the speed limit is operating. Therefore, the 
times the variable speed limit is activated must be tightly controlled to 
match, as closely as possible, the times children are crossing the road or are 
gathered on the road side. These times vary from school to school and from 
time to time.  

5. The maximum periods of operation on school days are: 

a. 35 minutes before the start of school until the start of school 

b. 20 minutes at the end of school, beginning no earlier than 5 minutes 
before the end of school; and 

c. 10 minutes at any other time when at least 50 children cross the road or 
enter or leave vehicles at the roadside. 
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6. The variable speed limit is controlled by electronically operated signs on 
main roads and fixed signs on adjoining low volume roads. The school year 
timetable is pre-programmed in advance and the electronic signs are 
automatically turned on and off, at the start and end of school. In addition 
the Principal can manually introduce the variable speed limi t for those 
periods covered in 5c. above, but the system will automatically turn the signs 
off after the stipulated 10 minutes.  

Provisions concerning the setting of speed limits 

7. The Subcommittee must ensure that it applies the Land Transport Rule: 
Setting of Speed Limits 2017 (òthe Ruleó) when it recommends a speed limit 
to Council.   

8. The Rule provides that: 

a. The Council must consider the safe and appropriate speed limit for a road 
with regard to the function, nature and use of the road, its environ ment, 
land use patterns and whether the road is in an urban traffic area or rural 
area;  

b. Council must set or review speed limits in accordance with the Rule 
(section 2.2 of the Rule); and 

c. Section 2.7(1) of the Rule allows Council to set a variable speed limit  
under its Speed Limits Bylaw subject to approval by NZTA.  

9. The school zones generally meet the warrant conditions set by NZTA in 
paragraph 3 above. 

Options 

10. The options are: 

a. to leave the area as it is without any changes and accept the current  safety 
concern will remain ;  

b. improve the safety for children and traffic in the vicinity of the schools by  
installing the proposed changes attached as Appendices 1 to 3 to the 
report ; or 

c. propose an alternative solution to improve the current level of service. 

Consultation 

11. Before setting a speed limit, Council must consult with affected persons and 
organisations in accordance with s2.5 of the Rule. When deciding to set the 
speed limit Council must take account of submissions received during  
consultation (s2.6(2) of the Rule). 

12. Consultation letters and plans were delivered to all households and 
businesses within the specified parts of the roads. 

13. Consultation letters and plans were also sent to organisations affected by the 
proposed speed limit changes (being New Zealand Police, New Zealand Fire 
Service, Wellington Free Ambulance, New Zealand Transport Agency 
(NZTA), Automobile Association, Valley Flyer (NZ Bus) (Tranzit) and the 
Lower North Island Region ð Road Transport Association New  Zealand). 
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14. The results of the consultation are summarised below. 

15. The proposal is supported by all three schools: Muritai Primary School; St 
Peter & Pauls School and Maungaraki School. 

16. For the Muritai Primary 40km/h Variable Speed Limit, 35 consultation 
letters were delivered to local residents and 13 replies were received all in 
support of the proposal.  

17. Additional comments included:  

- òI Think the zone should be extended to include us (Barnardos Kidstart 199 
Muritai Rd)  & to cover the intersection of Makaro St/Muritai Rd. this is a 
busy intersection, Many School Children cross Makaro Rd on bikes/scooters. 
also the only crossing is near 167A Muritai so lots of our families cross from us 
at 199 to the opposite side of the road (to School side)ó 

o Officersõ response:  

The current proposed location of the 40km/h variable speed sign is 
best situated for visibility and power supply. Alternative locations on 
the east side of Makaro Street were investigated however these 
compromised visibility and/or power supply to the sign.  

- òIt is a bit silly to have on either end of the speed restriction zone a piece which 
has one lane at 40km/h and another at 50km/h both restriction lanes must start 
and finish at the same spotó. (In reference to the staggered section)  

o Officersõ response:  

The proposed locations are best situated to make use of existing 
infrastructure, suitable location, provide necessary visibility to the 
sign and to not destabilise from existing signs. 

18. For the St Peter & Pauls School 40km/h Variable Speed Limit, 60 
consultation letters were delivered to local residents/Businesses all in 
support of the proposal.  

19. Additional comments included:  

- To be updated for Traffic Subcommittee 

 
20. For the Maungaraki School 40km/h Variable Speed Limit, 80 consultation 

letters were delivered to local residents/Businesses all in support of the 
proposal.  

21. Additional comments included:  

- To be updated for Traffic Subcommittee 

 
22. Of the consultation letters sent to the organizations, NZTA, Automobile 

Association and Road Transport Association responded to the proposal in 
support. There were no other responses received from any of the other 
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organisations by the due date for this report. Any responses subsequently 
received will be tabled at the meeting. 

- To be updated for Traffic Subcommittee 

23. The Eastbourne Community Board will consider the recommendation in 
relation to Muritai Road outside Muritai Primary School, at its meeting o n 12 
June 2018 and the resolution will be tabled at the Traffic Subcommittee 
meeting on 18 June 2018.   

Legal Considerations 

24. The process for the determination, setting and approving of speed limit is set 
out in Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2017 Rule 54001 and the 
Hutt City Council Speed Limits Bylaw 2015.  

25. Following review and consultation, Council must set a new speed limit if it 
decides that the existing speed limit is not the safe and appropriate speed 
limit for that particular road (s2.7 of the Rule). 

26. Under The Rule, the NZTA is empowered to audit Council for compliance 
with the Rule and issue directions to review or change the speed limit, or 
any of its procedures to set speed limits. 

Financial Considerations 

27. The cost of supplying and installing the signage can be funded by existing 
budget for new School Speed Zones. 

Other Considerations 

28. In making this recommendation, officers have given careful consideration to 
the purpose of local government in section 10 of the Local Government Act 
2002. Officers believe that this recommendation falls within the purpose of 
the local government in that it provides a safe speed limit in school zones to 
improve safety for all road users. It does this in a way that is cost-effective 
because it meets current NZTA conditions for variable school zone speed 
limits and uses the latest technology in electronic signage. 

Appendices 
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