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POLICY AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE 
 
Membership: 11  
 
Meeting Cycle: Meets on a six weekly basis, as required or at the  

requisition of the Chair 

 
Quorum: Half of the members 
 

Membership Hearings: Minimum of either 3 or 4 elected members (including the Chair) and 

alternates who have current certification under the Making Good 

Decisions Training, Assessment and Certification Programme for 

RMA Decision-Makers.  The inclusion of an independent 

Commissioner as the rule rather than the exception 
 
Reports to: Council  
 

PURPOSE:  
Å To assist the Council monitor the development of strategies and policy that meet the current 

and future needs of communities for good-quality local infrastructure, local public services, and 
performance of regulatory functions in a way that is most cost-effective for households and 
businesses.   

Å To consider matters relating to the regulatory and quasi-judicial responsibilities of the Council 
under legislation.  This includes, without limitation, matters under the RMA including the hearing 
of resource management applications. 

Determine:  
¶ Maintain an overview of work programmes carried out by the Council's Environmental 

Consents, Regulatory Services and strategy and policy development activities. 
Å Draft policies for public consultation, excluding those that will subsequently be required to 

follow a statutory process 
Å Approval and forwarding of submissions on matters related to the Committeeôs area of 

responsibility  
Å Hearing and deciding notified resource consent applications. 
Å Hearing and deciding objections to conditions imposed on resource consents  
Å Hearing and deciding any matter notified under the Local Government Act 2002  
Å Hearing and deciding objections to the classification of dangerous dogs under section 31 of the 

Dog Control Act 1996 and abatement notices regarding barking dogs under section 55 of that 
Act  

Å Hearing and deciding objections to the classification of dogs as menacing dogs under sections 
33A and 33C of the Dog Control Act 1996  

Å Hearing objections to specified traffic matters where the community board wishes to take an 
advocacy role  

Å Exercising the power of waiver under section 42A (4) of the Resource Management Act of the 
requirement to provide parties with copies of written reports prior to hearings  

Å Authorising the submission of appeals to the Environment Court on behalf of Council  
Å To appoint a subcommittee of suitably qualified persons to conduct hearings on behalf of the 

Committee.  The Chair of the Policy and Regulatory Committee is also delegated this function.  
Å All statutory requirements under the Reserves Act 1977 that require the Department of 

Conservation to ratify. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Conduct of Hearings:  
Å To conduct hearings where these are required as part of a statutory process1.   
Å Hearing of submissions required on any matters falling under the Terms of Reference for this 

committee or delegating to a panel to undertake hearings (this delegation is also held by the 
Chair of the Policy and Regulatory Committee). 

 

General:  

Å Any other matters delegated to the Committee by Council in accordance with approved policies 

and bylaws. 

 

NOTE:  

The Ministry for the Environment advocates that Councils offer specialist RMA training in areas of law 

which are difficult to grasp or where mistakes are commonly made.  This is to complement the Good 

Decision Making RMA training that they run (which is an overview and basic summary of decision 

making, rather than an in-depth training in specific areas of the RMA).  Therefore in order to facilitate 

this, the RMA training run for councillors that wish to be hearings commissioners is mandatory.  

Reasons for the importance of the training:  
1 Hearings commissioners are kept abreast of developments in the legislation.  
2 Legal and technical errors that have been made previously are avoided (many of which have 

resulted in Environment Court action which is costly, time consuming and often creates 
unrealistic expectations for the community).  

3 The reputation of Council as good and fair decision makers or judges (rather than legislators) is 
upheld.  

 
 
 
 
 

    

                                                      
1
 When acting in this capacity the committee has a quasi-judicial role.   



 

 

HUTT CITY COUNCIL  
 

POLICY AND REGULATOR Y COMMITTEE  
 

Meeting to be held in the Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 30 Laings Road, Lower Hutt 
on 

 Monday 26 February 2018 commencing at 5.30pm. 
 

ORDER PAPER 
 

PUBLIC BUSINESS   
 

1. APOLOGIES    

2. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Generally up to 30 minutes is set aside for public comment (three minutes per 
speaker on items appearing on the agenda). Speakers may be asked questions on 
the matters they raise.        

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS         

4. RECOMMENDATIONS TO C OUNCIL  - 13 March 2018 

i )  Miscellaneous Property Sales (18/20) 

Report No. PRC2018/1/29 by the Divisional Manager, Parks and Gardens
 11 

CHAIRõS RECOMMENDATION: 

"That the recommendations contained in the report be endorsed.ó 
 

 

ii )  Naming Policy 2018 -2028 (18/60) 

Report No. PRC2018/1/27 by the Divisional Manager, Strategy and 
Planning 17 

CHAIRõS RECOMMENDATION: 

"That the recommendation contained in the report be endorsed.ó 
 

 

iii )  Representation Review  (18/66) 

Report No. PRC2018/1/28 by the Divisional Manager, Strategy and 
Planning 34 

CHAIRõS RECOMMENDATION: 

"That the recommendations contained in the report be endorsed.ó 
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iv ) Proposed Trading in a Public Place Bylaw (18/43)  

Report No. PRC2018/1/26 by the Principal Policy Advisor  38 

CHAIRõS RECOMMENDATION: 

"That the recommendations contained in the report be endorsed.ó 
 

 

v)  Avalon Park - Dog Controls (18/70) 

Report No. PRC2018/1/34 by the Divisional Manager, Regulatory Services 
and Emergency Management 57 

CHAIRõS RECOMMENDATION:  

"That the recommendations contained in the report be endorsed.ó 
 

 
   

5. GENERAL MANAGER'S RE PORT  (18/95) 

Report No. PRC2018/1/30 by the Divisional Manager Environmental Consents 
and the Divisional Manager, Regulatory Services and Emergency Management
                          107 

 
CHAIRõS RECOMMENDATION: 

"That the recommendation contained in the report be endorsed.ó 
 

  

6. INFORMATION ITEM  

Policy and Regulatory Committee Work Programme  (18/114) 

Report No. PRC2018/1/9 by the Committee Advisor  140 

CHAIRõS RECOMMENDATION: 

"That the information contained in the report be noted."  
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7. QUESTIONS  

With reference to section 32 of Standing Orders, before putting a question a 
member shall endeavour to obtain the information. Questions shall be concise 
and in writing and handed to the Chair prior to the commencement of the 
meeting.    
  
 
 
 
 
 
Susan Haniel 
Committee Advisor  
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Policy and Regulatory  

12 January 2018 

 
 
 

File: (18/20) 

 
 

 
 
Report no: PRC2018/1/29 

 

Miscellaneous Property Sales  

 

Purpose of Report 

1. The purpose of this report is to seek Council approval for the sale of three 
properties in Wainuiomata.  

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee recommends that Council:  

(i) agrees to publicly notify a proposal to revoke the reserve status of the 
property at 20N Mataura Grove, attached as Appendix 1 to the report, on the 
basis that it serves no useful reserve purpose and would be sold to the 
owners of the adjoining property at 20 Mataura Grove;  

(ii)  agrees to sell the property at 55N Wellington Road, attached as Appendix 2 
to the report, being Lot 145 DP 14784, subject to the creation of an 
appropriate drainage easement in favour of Council on the property title; 
and 

(iii)  agrees to sell the property at 64N Moohan Street, attached as Appendix 3 to 
the report, being Lot 16, DP 20616, subject to the creation of an appropriate 
drainage easement in favour of Council on the property title.  

 

Background 

2. Council has been approached by the adjacent owners of the following 
Council -owned properties in Wainuiomata, wishing to acquire the land 
which they have been occupying and maintaining.   

a. 20N Mataura Grove (recreation reserve); plan attached as Appendix 1 to 
the report. 

b. 55N Wellington Road (drainage reserve); plan attached as Appendix 2 to 
the report. 

c. 64N Moohan Street (drainage reserve); plan attached as Appendix 3 to the 
report.  
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20N Mataura Grove  

3. This property is a small piece of reserve land (Utility Reserve) of 121 metres 
square, legally described as Lot 73, DP 33922.  It is within the General 
Residential Activity Area of the District Plan.  

4. The property is isolated from other reserve land, has no services within and 
is not required for any  reserve purpose in the future.   The property is 
currently occupied and maintained by the adjoining property owners at 20 
Mataura Grove who approached Council in 2017 seeking to acquire the 
property.  

5. Council will need to publicly notify a proposal to revoke the reserve status of 
the property and consider any objections to it, before being in a position to 
be able to sell. 

55N Wellington Road and 64N Moohan Street  

6. Both of these properties are drainage reserves which have been occupied 
under licence by the adjoining owners. The Wellington Road property is 
approximately 156 square metres in area and legally described as Lot 145, 
DP 14784 on Certificate of Title 594/146.  It is within the General Residential 
Activity Area of the District Plan.  

7. The Moohan Street property is approximately 330 square metres in area and 
legally described as Lot 16, DP 20616 on Certificate of Title 42B/452. It is also 
within the General Residential Activity Area of the District Plan.  

8. In both cases the property owners are planning to undertake a subdivision of 
their properties incorporating the drainage strips in order to obtain access to 
the rear of the property. As such the drainage strips would only be used as 
driveways.  

9. Wellington Water advises that both properties could be sold subject to an 
appropriate easement being created in favour of Council to ensure the 
drainage assets can be adequately maintained. This would include provision 
that no buildings or structures could  be built over the easements. 

10. Wellington Water would inspect the pipes before the land was sold to 
determine if the pipes should be repaired or renewed prior to the sale taking 
place. 

Discussion 

11. There are a number of Council owned drainage strips in Wainuiomata that 
are occupied by adjoining land owners under licence. Traditionally Council 
has managed the land in this way on the basis that it ensures control over the 
underground assets. The licences are charged at a minimal rate. A change to 
that approach would allow Council to realis e the value of the land and create 
the opportunity for residential intensification, while still retaining control 
over the assets via an easement. 

12. The property at 20N Mataura Grove serves no useful reserves purpose in 
that it is not currently used for utility services and is not likely to do so in the 
future, does not link to other reserve land and is too small for recreational 
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purposes. Its revocation and disposal to an adjoining owner would 
normalise what is effectively how the land is currently managed.    

Options 

13. The options are to either sell the properties or retain them. This report 
proposes that the properties be sold and Councilõs interests protected where 
appropriate by easements. 

Consultation 

14. Council  is required to publicly notify a proposal to revoke the reserve status 
of the Mataura Grove property and consider objections prior to making a 
final decision.  The other properties are not required to follow a public 
process.  

Legal Considerations 

15. The Mataura Grove property is subject to Reserve Act 1977 processes. 

16. Any offers back under section 40 of the Public Works Act will not be 
required due to the size and shape of the properties. 

17. As each of the properties are within the General Residential Activity Area of 
the District Plan there will be no need to consider Plan changes. 

Financial Considerations 

18. The properties will be sold at a negotiated market value. The sales will 
provide the potential for at least two of the three properties to be utilised for 
residential intensification, providing additional rating and development and 
financial contributions.  

Other Considerations 

19. In making this recommendation, officers have given careful consideration to 
the purpose of local government in section 10 of the Local Government Act 
2002. Officers believe that this recommendation falls within the purpose of 
local government in that it deals with the future of Council owned land. It 
does this in a way that is cost-effective because it proposes the sale of land 
that is not necessary for Council to own. 

Appendices 

No. Title  Page 

1ᶓ  Plan of 20N Mataura Grove 14 

2ᶓ  Plan of 55N Wellington Road 15 

3ᶓ  Plan of 64N Moohan Street 16 

      
 

 

Author: Bruce Hodgins 
Divisional Manager, Parks and Gardens 
 

 
Approved By: Matt Reid  
General Manager City and Community Services 



Attachment 1 Plan of 20N Mataura Grove  
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Attachment 2 Plan of 55N Wellington Road  
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Attachment 3 Plan of 64N Moohan Street  
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