
 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

HEARINGS PANEL  
 
 

29 January 2018 
 

 
 

Order Paper for the meeting to be held in the 
Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 30 Laings Road, Lower Hutt,   

on: 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 2 February 2018 commencing at 9.30 am 
 
 

The purpose of the hearing is to consider Proposed District Plan Change 49 ð Copeland 
Street Reserve. Rezoning to General Residential Activity Area ð Medium Density and 
General Recreation Activity Area.  

 
 
 

Membership  

 
Ms Gina Sweetman (Chair) Independent Commissioner  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

For the dates and times of Council Meetings please visit www.huttcity.govt.nz  
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DISTRICT PLAN COMMITTEE 

Membership:  6 elected members 
Chair:  RMA Certified (RMA hearing commissioner under 
Making Good Decisions programme)  
Minimum of either 3 or 4 elected members (including the 
Chair) and alternates who have current certification under the 
Making Good Decisions Training, Assessment and 
Certification P rogramme for RMA Decision -Makers.   
The inclusion of independent Commissioners in hearing 
subcommittees or hearing panels as appropriate  

Quorum:  3 
Meeting Cycle:  Meets on a six weekly basis, as required or at the requisition of 

the Chair   
Reports to: Council  

PURPOSE 
To monitor the effectiveness of the City of Lower Hutt District Plan as a strategic policy 
and operational document for the district and facilitate consideration of Plan Changes.  
 
To consider matters relating to quasi-judicial responsibili ties of the Council under 
legislation.  This includes matters under the RMA including district plan hearings.  
 
Recommend 
 
¶ Recommend to Council District Plan changes and District Plan variations for Council 

approval prior to notification. 
 

¶ Recommend to Council private District Plan Change requests for Council to Accept, Adopt 
or Reject. 
 

¶ Recommend to the relevant Requiring Authority decisions on all matters concerning 
Designations and Notices of Requirements in accordance with Part 8 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

 

¶ Recommend to Council for final approval, to make operative, District Plan and District Plan 
Changes (in accordance with clause 17, Part 1, Schedule 1 of the Resource Management 
Act 1991). 

 
Determine  
 
¶ Determine all other matters (including decisions requested by submitters) concerning the 

District Plan and District Plan changes (in accordance with Schedule 1 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991).¨ 

 
¶ Exercise the power of waiver of the requirement to provide parties with copies of written 

reports prior to hearings (under Section 42A (4) of the Resource Management Act 1991).  
 

¶ Appoint a subcommittee or hearing panel of suitably qualified person(s) to conduct 
statutory hearings on behalf of the Committee.  The Chair of the District Plan Committee is 
also delegated this function. 

 
 
General  
 



 

  

¶ Set the District Plan Work Programme and monitor its implementation. 

¶ Develop and review appropriate strategies and policies in relation to the District Plan. 

¶ Approve and forward submissions to other authorities on matters relevant to the 
Committeeôs area of responsibility. 

¶ Monitor the effectiveness of the District Plan and consider issues raised with the 
committee. 

 
 

NOTE:  

The Ministry for the Environment advocates that Councils offer specialist RMA training in areas 

of law which are difficult to grasp or where mistakes are commonly made.  This is to 

complement the Making Good Decisions RMA training that MfE runs (which is an overview and 

basic summary of decision making, rather than an in-depth training in specific areas of the 

RMA).  Therefore in order to facilitate this, the RMA training run for councillors that wish to be 

hearings commissioners is mandatory.  

Reasons for the importance of the training:  

 
1 Hearings commissioners are kept abreast of developments in the legislation.  
2 Legal and technical errors that have been made previously are avoided (many of which 

have resulted in Environment Court action which is costly, time consuming and often 
creates unrealistic expectations for the community).  

3 The reputation of Council as good and fair decision makers or judges (rather than 
legislators) is upheld.  

 



 

 

HUTT CITY COUNCIL  
 

HEARINGS PANEL  
 

Meeting to be held in the Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 30 Laings Road, Lower Hutt 
on 

 Friday 2 February 2018 commencing at 9.30 am. 
 

ORDER PAPER 
 

PUBLIC BUSINESS   

 

1. PROPOSED DISTRICT PL AN CHANGE 49 - COPELAND STREET 

RESERVE REZONING TO GENERAL RESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY AREA 

- MEDIUM DENSITY AND G ENERAL RECREATION AC TIVITY 
AREA  (18/57) 

Report No. HSC2018/1/9 by the Environmental Planner  7 

 

2. OFFICER'S REPORT FOR PROPOSED DISTRICT PL AN CHANGE 49 - 
COPELAND STREET RESERVE. REZONING TO GEN ERAL 
RESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY  AREA - MEDIUM DENSITY AND 
GENERAL RECREATION AC TIVITY AREA  (18/50) 

Report No. HSC2018/1/10 by the Environmental Planner  89 

 

3. SUBMISSIONS  (18/54) 

Report No. HSC2018/1/11  162 

Speakers who have asked to be heard are scheduled to speak as follows:  

Dr Linda Mead  9.45am 

Mr David Tourell  10.00am 

 

4. STATEMENT OF EVIDENC E OF LAURENCE BECKETT IN RELATION 
TO THE SUBMISSION BY  ACCESSIBLE PROPERTIES ON BEHALF  OF 
IHC NZ INC.  

 202 

 
Susan Haniel  
Committee Advisor  



 6 02 February 2018 
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Hearings Panel  

26 January 2018 

 
 
 

File: (18/57) 

 
 

 
 
Report no: HSC2018/1/9 

 

Proposed District Plan Change 49 - Copeland 
Street Reserve Rezoning to General 

Residential Activity Area - Medium Density 
and General Recreation Activity Area  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Appendices 

No. Title  Page 

1ᶓ  Proposed District Plan Change 49 - Copeland St Reserve 8 

      

 
   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Attachment 1 Proposed District Plan Change 49 - Copeland St Reserve 
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