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COMMUNITY BOARDS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEES –
FUNCTIONS AND DELEGATIONS
This document records the delegation of Council functions, responsibilities, duties, and
powers to Community Boards and Community Committees.
The Community Boards have been established under section 49 of the Local Government
Act 2002 to represent, and act as an advocate for, the interests of their community.
The Community Committees have been established under Clauses 30 and 31, Schedule 7 of
the Local Government Act 2002 to engage with the communities of the Northern, Eastern,
Central and Western Wards, on Council’s behalf. The committees will be required to
support the existing residents’ associations and similar community groups in their area and
facilitate their engagement with Council in a positive way, including working with these
smaller established organisations to continue to develop local Community Plans.
The delegations are expressed in general terms. The delegations shall be exercised with
proper regard for the Council’s strategic direction, policies, plans, Standing Orders and its
interpretation of its statutory obligations. The delegations are to be read together with the
following propositions.
These delegations are based on the following principles:


Issues relevant to a specific community should be decided as closely as possible to that
community. Where an issue has city-wide implications, ie any effects of the decision cross a
ward or community boundary or have consequences for the city as a whole, the matter will be
decided by Council after seeking a recommendation from the relevant Community Board or
Community Committee (any ambiguity around the interpretation of “city-wide” will be
determined by the Mayor and Chief Executive in consultation with the relevant Chair);



Efficient decision-making should be paramount;



Conflicts of interest should be avoided and risks minimised;



To ensure processes are free from bias and pre-determination Community Boards and
Community Committees should not adjudicate on issues on which they have advocated or
wish to advocate to Council;



Community Boards and Community Committees should proactively and constructively
engage with residents on local matters that affect the community they represent and raise
with Council issues raised with them by their community and advocate on behalf of their
community.

These delegations:
a) do not delegate any function, duty or power which a statute (for example section 53(3) and
clause 32(1) of Schedule 7 of the Local Government Act 2002) prohibits from being
delegated;
b) are subject to and do not affect any delegation which the Council has already made or
subsequently makes to any other committee, Council officer or other member of staff;
c) are subject to any other statutory requirements that may apply to a particular delegation;
d) are subject to any notice issued by the Council, from time to time, to a Community Board or
Community Committee that a particular issue must be referred to Council for decision;
e) reflect that decisions with significant financial implications should be made by Council (or a
committee with delegated authority);
f) promote centralisation of those functions where the appropriate expertise must be ensured;
and
g) reflect that all statutory and legal requirements must be met.

DELEGATIONS
Decide:


Naming new roads and alterations to street names (in the Community Board or Community
Committee’s area).



Official naming of parks, reserves and sports grounds within the provisions of Council’s
i
Naming Policy. Note



Removal and/or planting of street trees within the provisions of Council’s Operational Guide
ii
for Urban Forest Plan. Note



The granting of leases and licences in terms of Council policy to voluntary organisations for
Council owned properties in their local area, for example, halls, but not including the granting
of leases and licences to community houses and centres.



The granting of rights-of-way and other easements over local purpose reserves and granting
of leases or licences on local purpose reserves.



The granting of leases and licences for new activities in terms of Council policy to community
and commercial organisations over recreation reserves subject to the provisions of the
Reserves Act 1977 and land managed as reserve subject to the provisions of the Local
Government 2002, in their local area. (Note: renewal of existing leases and licences will be
reported once a year to Council’s City Development Committee).



The allocation of funding from the Community Engagement Fund in accordance with
Council’s adopted guidelines.



The allocation of funding from the Miscellaneous Administration Budget to cover refreshments
at meetings, any publicity or advertising of meetings carried out by the Board/Committee, an
annual mini-bus tour of the community or ward area and any other miscellaneous expenditure
associated with the operation of the Board/Committee.



The allocation of funding for the training and development of Community Board or Community
Committee members, including formal training courses, attendance at seminars or attendance
at relevant conferences.

CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL ON:


Particular issues notified from time to time by Council to the Community Board or Community
Committee.



Roading issues considered by the Mayor and Chief Executive to be strategic due to their
significance on a city-wide basis, including links to the State Highway, or where their effects
cross ward or community boundaries.



Parks, reserves and sports ground naming for sites that have a high profile, city-wide
importance due to their size and location and/or cross ward or community boundaries.



Representatives to any Council committee, subcommittee, subordinate decision-making body,
working group, or ad hoc group on which a Community Board or Community Committee
representative is required by Council.
The setting, amending or revoking of speed limits in accordance with the Hutt City Council
Bylaw 2005 Speed Limits, including the hearing of any submissions.



GENERAL FUNCTIONS
Provide their local community’s input on:


Council’s Long Term Plan and/or Annual Plan.



Council’s policies, programmes (including the District Roading Programme) and bylaws.



Changes or variations to the District Plan.



Resource management issues which it believes are relevant to its local community, through
advocacy.



The disposal or acquisition of significant assets.



Road safety including road safety education within its area.



Any other issues a Board/Committee believes is relevant to its local area.



Review Local Community Plans as required.

Reports may be prepared by the Board or Committee and presented to Council Committees,
along with an officer’s recommendation, for consideration.
Any submissions lodged by a Board or Committee require formal endorsement by way of
resolution.
Co-ordinate with Council staff:


Local community consultation on city-wide issues on which the Council has called for
consultation.

Maintain:


An overview of roadworks, water supply, sewerage, stormwater drainage, waste management
and traffic management for its local area.



An overview of parks, recreational facilities and community activities within its local area.

Develop:


Community Response Plans in close consultation with the Wellington Region Emergency
Management Office, emergency organisations, the community, residents’ associations, other
community groups, and local businesses. The Community Response Plans will be reviewed
on an annual basis.

Grant:


Local community awards.

Promote:


Recreational facilities and opportunities in its area with a view to ensure maximum usage.



Arts and crafts in its area.

Appoint:


A liaison member or, where appropriate, representatives to ad hoc bodies, which are involved
in community activities within the Board or Committee’s area, on which a community
representative is sought.

Endorse:


Amendments to the Eastbourne Community Trust Deed (Eastbourne Community Board only).

________________________________
i.

ii.

This excludes sites that are considered high profile, significant on a city-wide basis due to their size and location, or
where the site crosses ward or community boundaries.
The Operational Guide for Urban Forest Plan is available from Council’s Parks and Gardens Division.

HUTT CITY COUNCIL
WESTERN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Meeting to be held in the All Saints Church, 6 Norfolk Street, Belmont Domain on
Thursday 30 June 2016 commencing at 7.00pm.
ORDER PAPER
PUBLIC BUSINESS
1.

APOLOGIES
Mr P Matcham

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Generally up to 30 minutes is set aside for public comment (three minutes per
speaker on items appearing on the agenda). Speakers may be asked questions on
the matters they raise.

3.

PRESENTATIONS
a)

Presentation by Local Councillor from Greater Wellington Regional
Council (GWRC) (16/746)
Report No. WCC2016/3/114 by the Greater Wellington Regional
Council

b)

Presentations by Residents' Associations and other Community
Groups (16/648)

4.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS

5.

MINUTES
Meeting minutes Western Community Committee, 21 April 2016

6.

15

COMMITTEE ADVISOR'S REPORT (16/623)
Report No. WCC2016/3/44 by the Committee Advisor

8.

9

WESTERN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE SUBMISSION ON HUTT
CITY COUNCIL'S ANNUAL PLAN 2016/17 (16/586)
Report No. WCC2016/3/115 by the Committee Advisor

7.

3

20

CHAIR'S REPORT (16/649)
Report No. WCC2016/3/116 by the Chair

35

2

9.

30 June 2016

REPORT BACK FROM THE WEBINAR "LOCAL GOVERNMENT NEW
ZEALAND TIPS TO IMPROVE YOUR AUDIT & RISK COMMITTEE"
(16/749)
Report No. WCC2016/3/117 by the Deputy Chair

10.

QUESTIONS
With reference to section 43 of Standing Orders, before putting a question a
member shall endeavour to obtain the information. Questions shall be concise
and in writing and handed to the Chair prior to the commencement of the
meeting.

Susan Haniel
COMMITTEE ADVISOR

38
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Western Community Committee
16 June 2016
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Presentation by Local Councillor from Greater
Wellington Regional Council (GWRC)
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HCC Community Boards and Community Committees Update - June 2016

HCC community boards and community committees:
background information, June 2016

1.

Strategy

1.1

Annual Plan 2016/17
The Annual Plan 2016/17 Hearing Committee met on 25 May to hear and consider the range
of submissions received in response to the Shape Your Region consultation document. One
hundred and seventy nine submissions were received of which 117 were pro-forma
submissions against fluoridation of water. Key themes were public transport issues, in
particular the bus network and facilities; regional leadership; transport planning; biodiversity
and flood protection.
Victoria University of Wellington Student Association spoke to their submission and
requested a 25% concession for tertiary students. The Hearing Committee considered the
request but did not recommend a change to the Annual Plan.
The Committee’s recommendations will be considered by the Council at their meeting on
15th June 2016. The Hearing Committee is recommending two amendments to the
programme of work set out in GWRC’s 10 Year Plan, in addition to what was proposed in
the consultation document. These are:


An additional $13,000 to be budgeted for environment enhancement work on the Otaki
River by Friends of the Otaki River;



That a budget of up to $80,000 be included for a GWRC contribution to a jumping
platform at Paremata to be constructed by Porirua City Council. The contribution is
dependent on NZTA making an equal contribution, that the design and location of the
platform be acceptable, and that Porirua City Council consult with the Police.

The final Annual Plan 2015/16 will be adopted by the Council at their meeting on 29 June
2016.

2.

Public transport

2.1

Ganz Mavag farewell
The Ganz Mavag trains were farewelled at a short ceremony on Friday 27 May with the last
train taking dignatories and members of the public on a scheduled Melling service.
The first Ganz Mavag train entered service on the Wellington rail network in May 1982 and
they have served the community well.
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With the exception of the pilot refurbished unit all of the Ganz Mavag trains were sold to a
buyer from southern Africa. A number of units were shipped some time ago and the
remainder will join them when shipping is arranged.
GWRC asked the Rail Heritage Trust of New Zealand to identify any rail heritage
organisations which would be interested in the preservation of a Ganz Mavag unit. Two
proposals were received but only one emerged as viable, which was from the Canterbury
Railway Society. As a consequence one GanzMavag train has been sent to Christchurch
where it will be rehomed at the Ferrymead Heritage Park.

3.

Catchment management

3.1

Hutt River City Centre Upgrade Project (HRCCUP) update
The HRCCUP, extending from Kennedy Good Bridge to Ewen Bridge, aims to provide better
flood protection, transport and lifestyle for the Central Hutt. The Project, now in the
Preliminary Design phase, is progressing well. Officers aim to seek Hutt Valley Flood
Management Subcommittee recommendations in mid-2017 to proceed to the next phase
of the project, which is to prepare applications for statutory approvals to carry out the
work.
Options for the development of land along Pharazyn/Marsden Streets, behind the
proposed new works will be investigated. The preliminary design will provide more
accurate information on the stopbank footprint, Melling Intersection, pedestrian/cycleway
bridge and car parking areas. At this stage, there is sufficient information to investigate
broad planning options for this area. These options could be refined as the preliminary
design develops.
Acquisition of properties required for the flood protection aspects of the project are
progressing. The preliminary design phase will address issues raised by the stakeholders,
landowners adjacent to the project area and wider community and keep them informed of
progress.
117 properties or part properties have currently been identified as required for completion
of the flood protection aspects of the City Centre Upgrade Project.
The status of acquisition of these properties is summarised in the table below;

Required

Purchased

Awaiting
settlement

In Valuation

In Negotiation

117

1

1

2

3

A copy of the Hutt River City Centre Upgrade Project June newsletter is attached.
3.2

Pinehaven flood protection update
At its meeting on 14 June 2016, the Hutt Valley Flood Management Subcommittee is
scheduled to consider the recommendations of the Pinehaven Stream Floodplain
Management Plan Hearing Panel. The Hearing Panel recommended the adoption of the
Pinehaven Stream Floodplain Management Plan with the inclusion of enhanced flood
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hazard maps to assist community understanding of the Plan. The maps have been
developed through a consultative process with the Pinehaven Community.
The Plan proposes a suite of methods for the management of flooding in the catchment.
Together, these methods provide a comprehensive and long term approach for flood
management in Pinehaven and Silverstream. These methods are a package of structural
works, a recommended District Plan change and non-structural on-going stream
management activities.
The structural works are designed to provide an in-stream capacity for a 4% AEP/1-in-25
year return period flood event and to protect the floor levels of homes to a 1%AEP/1-in100 year return period flood event including the effects of climate change.

4.

Environment

4.1

Centre Port harbour dredging proposal
CentrePort is currently engaging in public consultation and have advised that they anticipate
lodging their resource consent application at the end of July.
Upon lodgement, the application will be publicly notified with submissions and a hearing to
follow later in the year.
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21 April 2016

HUTT CITY COUNCIL
WESTERN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Report of a meeting held in the Maungaraki Community Centre, 135 Dowse Drive,
Maungaraki, Lower Hutt on
Thursday 21 April 2016 commencing at 7.00pm

PRESENT:

Ms G Berridge (Chair)
Cr M Shierlaw

Cr MJ Cousins
Mrs K Wick

APOLOGIES:

Apologies were received from Ms M Bowmar and Mr P
Matcham.

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr J Gloag, Divisional Manager, Road and Traffic
Mr L Earl, Traffic Assets Manager
Ms D Hunter, Community Advisor Funding and Community
Ms S Haniel, Committee Advisor
PUBLIC BUSINESS

1.

APOLOGIES
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 16201

“That the apologies received from Ms Bowmar and Mr Matcham be accepted and leave of
absence be granted."

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Comments are recorded under the item to which they relate.

3.

PRESENTATIONS
a)

Presentation by Local Councillor from Greater Wellington Regional Council
(GWRC)
Cr Greig elaborated on the report. She highlighted that the Korokoro Valley Track
remedial work was completed and the track would be re-opened on ANZAC
weekend, 23-25 April 2016.
In response to a question from a member, Cr Greig said that she would provide Cr
Shierlaw with a breakdown of costs for the GWRC rates increase of 7.9%. She
further said that she would update the Committee with GWRC’s order of projects
particularly in regard to the proposed Melling Interchange.

10

b)

21 April 2016

Presentation by New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA)
Speaking under public comment, Ms E Richter, said that access to Belmont on the
flat would be more difficult once the traffic lights from Manor Park were removed
because of the speed cars travelled and there would not be sufficient gaps in the
traffic flow.
Mr I Fletcher, Project Manager, Downer, and Mr R Oliver, Senior Project Manager,
NZTA, gave a presentation on the State Highway 2 (SH2)/Haywards Interchange.
In response to questions from members, Mr Oliver said that NZTA had assessed
traffic flows for access to Belmont Domain and he did not anticipate any impact on
Belmont Domain from the implementation of SH2/Haywards Interchange. He
added that NZTA would continue to monitor access in and out of Belmont
Domain.

c)

Presentations by Residents' Associations and other Community Groups
There were no presentations.

4.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS
There were no conflict of interest declarations.
PRECEDENCE OF BUSINESS
RESOLVED:

Minute No. CDC 16202

“That in terms of Standing Order 25.5, precedence be accorded to item 6 dealing with
Reports Referred For Committee Input Before Being Considered By Standing Committee
Of Council, and item 7 dealing with the Community Engagement Fund 2015/2016.”
The items are recorded in the order in which they were listed on the order paper.
5.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 16203

“That the minutes of the meeting of the Western Community Committee held on Thursday, 11
February 2016, be confirmed as a true and correct record.”

11
6.

21 April 2016

REPORTS REFERRED FOR COMMITTEE INPUT BEFORE BEING
CONSIDERED BY STANDING COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL
a)

Wakefield Street - Proposed Loading Zone (16/366)
Report No. WCC2016/2/66 by the Traffic Engineer
Speaking under public comment, Mr O Cooper, representing Wellington Vehicle
Compliance Ltd, said that he proposed to move his business to 29A Wakefield
Street and in order for his buisiness to be viable it required a Loading Zone for the
safe drop off of vehicles. He added that his current premises in Pharazyn Street did
not have adequate parking for large transporter vehicles and he considered that the
business’s current practice of using the centre of the road for unloading vehicles
was very difficult.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 16204

“That the Committee endorses the recommendation contained in the report.“

b)

Tirohanga Road - Proposed No Stopping at All Times (16/367)
Report No. WCC2016/2/67 by the Traffic Engineer
The Traffic Assets Manager elaborated on the report.
In response to a question from a member, the Traffic Assets Manager said that
officers retained parking for residents wherever possible. He added that officers
had kept a five metre gap, between 17 Kekono Grove and 116 Tirohanga Road,
because it retained a car park where drivers had good visibility around the bend in
Tirohanga Road.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 16205

“That the Committee:
(i) endorses the recommendation contained in the report;
(ii) notes that a 5 metre gap in the No Stopping At All Times Restrictions would allow a
car to park;
(iii) considers that No Stopping At All Times Restrictions over the 5 metre gap in
Tirohanga Road would provide increased visibility for drivers; and
(iv) requests that the Traffic Subcommittee consider installing No Stopping At All Times
Restrictions over the 5 metre gap in the No Stopping At All Times Restrictions
between 17 Kekono Grove and 116 Tirohanga Road.“
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c)

21 April 2016

Block Road - Proposed No Stopping At All Times Restrictions (16/368)
Report No. WCC2016/2/68 by the Traffic Engineer
Speaking under public comment, Mr R McLeod, representing the Harbourview
Residents’ Association, said that he supported the proposed No Stopping At All
Times Restrictions on Block Road and noted that all of the car parks around
Melling Station were full. He queried whether officers could work with the owner
of Western Hutt Railway Station to increase the number of public car parks
available.
The Traffic Assets Manager elaborated on the report.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 16206

“That the Committee endorses the recommendation contained in the report.”

7.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT FUND 2015/2016 (16/442)
Memorandum dated 13 April 2016 by the Community Advisor Funding and Community
Contracts
The Community Advisor Funding and Community Contracts elaborated on the report.
In reponse to a question from a member, the Community Advisor Funding and
Community Contracts said that applicants did not need to provide two quotes for an
item. She added that the two quotes provided could be for similar items, for example,
two laptops with different specifications.
Members requested that for all future funding applications, the Community Advisor
Funding and Community Contracts should provide two quotes for the same product.
They said that the Committee did not have sufficient information to decide which
specification of laptop would be appropriate for the Kelson Community Association and
that two comparable prices were required for the Committee’s decision making process.
Members further discussed the Community Advisor Funding and Community Contracts
being given the delegation to approve the remainder of the Community Engagement
Fund of $851.00 to the Maungarkai Toy Library, provided the criteria were met and the
quotes supported its application. Members noted that it would meet on 30 June 2016 and
could approve the funding before the end of the financial year.
Members noted that a subsidised workshop on Health and Safety for people working in
community groups would be held on 16 June 2016. The Community Advisor Funding
and Community Contract could be contacted for additional information.
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RESOLVED:

21 April 2016
Minute No. WCC 16207

“That the Committee:

8.

(i)

notes that the Community Engagement Fund Round Two closed on 15 March 2016;

(ii)

agrees that the applications were considered according to the merits of the application
criteria and priorities of the fund;

(iii)

approves the application from the Kelson Community Association from the Community
Engagement Fund for a total of $2,731.00 towards the purchase of a barbeque and sports
uniforms;

(iv)

approves the application from the Kelson Community Association from the Community
Engagement Fund for a total of $1,599.00 for the purchase of a laptop; and

(v)

delegates to the Community Advisor Funding and Community Contracts authority to
approve the remainder of the fund of $851.00 to the Maungaraki Toy Library provided the
criteria are met and the quotes support its application.”

WESTERN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE SUBMISSION (16/487)
Report No. WCC2016/2/76 by the Committee Advisor
Members agreed that Cr Shierlaw would present the Committee’s submission to Greater
Wellington Regional Council.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 16208

“That the Committee:

9.

(i)

notes that its submission in respect of the Greater Wellington Regional Council’s Annual
Plan consultation requires retrospective endorsement; and

(ii)

endorses its submission attached as Appendix 1 to the report with the amendment that Cr
Shierlaw would speak to the Committee’s submission.”

COMMITTEE ADVISOR'S REPORT (16/301)
Report No. WCC2016/2/34 by the Committee Advisor
Speaking under public comment, Mr R McLeod, representing the Harbourview
Residents’ Association, said that the road surface in Panorama Grove remained
unresolved and residents were unsatisfied with the road repair.
Speaking under public comment, Ms A Thwaite, said that the cycle trail was not
connected up to Manor Park. She added that the rail corridor could be utilised for the
cycle trail.
In response to questions from members, the Divisional Manager Road and Traffic said

14

21 April 2016

that “dinner plating” on Panorama Grove had been caused from drivers using power
steering when their car was stationary. He added that chipseal had better water proofing
qualities and was significantly less expensive than asphalt. He further said that
contractors had repaired the ‘dinner plating” two days ago with grade six chip, and
officers would expect the road to mature over winter. He said that if it did not settle then
officers would consider other options. He further said that officers were consulting with
Kiwirail and the Manor Park Golf Club regarding extending the cycle trail through
Manor Park.
Members said that Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) had been consulting on
the area at Belmont Regional Park where there had been issues of boy racers, however,
the Maungaraki Community Association had not been consulted about the problem.
Members asked that officers from GWRC to report on the issues, and how GWRC
planned to address the them.
Members noted progress on a number of the items in the 2016 Tour, and added that the
Magnolia Grove playground needed a bench seat reinstating because it had been
removed, but never replaced when the playground was refurbished.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 16209

“That the Committee receives the report.”

10.

CHAIR'S REPORT (16/302)
Report No. WCC2016/2/70 by the Chair
Speaking under public comment, Mr R McLeod, representing the Harbourview
Residents’ Association, said that other councils in New Zealand welcomed freedom
campers and he considered that there was an opportunity for freedom campers to camp
at Petone foreshore for a fee.
The Chair elaborated on the report.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 16210

“That the report be noted and received.”
11.

QUESTIONS
There were no questions.

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 8.45 pm.

Ms G Berridge
CHAIR
CONFIRMED as a true and correct record
Dated this 30th day of June 2016
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Western Community Committee
11 May 2016

File: (16/586)

Report no: WCC2016/3/115

Western Community Committee Submission
on Hutt City Council's Annual Plan 2016/17

Recommendation
That the Committee retrospectively endorses its submission on Hutt City
Council’s Annual Plan 2016/17.
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WCC Annual Plan Submission 2016 to 17
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16

Author: Susan Haniel
Committee Advisor
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Submission on the 2016-17 Annual Plan, Hutt City Council
Presented by the Western Community Committee (WCC)
Yes, we would like to speak to this submission
Ph: 566 8781 021 488 682

Introduction
Yes, the Western Community Committee (WCC) agrees there should be a
rejuvenation and revitalisation of the city vision1, through the current, named
projects2, provided it is not at the expense of the standard maintenance
for our suburbs: Maungaraki, Normandale, Harbourview, Tirohanga, Belmont,
Kelson, Haywards Hill, Manor Park, Belmont Domain and Alicetown.
These ten suburbs merit a fair and equitable treatment for rating value, as we
note that all of the current projects are on the valley floor. There are times when
fair treatment has not occurred eg Panorama Grove in the case of their road seal
difficulties over the past two and a half years.

Unfunded Projects
The WCC requests your consideration of the following, bearing in mind that we
have no major hub projects in our area 1. Parks and Reserves
a. We request a bench seat for tourists to take photographs at the following
sites –
i.

Honeysuckle Grove, Maungaraki (vantage point)

ii.

Magnolia Grove playground, Maungaraki

Yes, we agree with bold strategies that pave the way for innovative and world class
developments, recreation and employment that not only consider the diverse communities and
businesses, but that also its implementation is closely audited and fully accountable to them.
2 Leisure and Wellbeing: Avalon Park & Riddiford Gardens; Infrastructure: Landfill Capital
Expenditure; Urban Growth: Town Hall & Events centre & Fit out; Environment Sustainability:
Awamutu Stream.
1
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b. A maintenance review of the Belmont Domain tennis court upright
exterior fence poles that are said to be cracked and in need of being
replaced.
c. The snakes and ladder playground proposal for Kelson beside the
kindergarten.
d. The removal of the skateboard park in order to recover the lost car parks
for the park and ride scheme, which has been so successful. The
skateboard park could be recreated in Boulcott, Avalon Park or Moera.
The best possible site is the horse paddock at the corner of the Moera
Bridge and the Waterloo overbridge leading to Whites Line East.
e. The upgrade and painting of the Harbourview Playground in Viewmont
Drive.
f. The upgrade and repaint of the Pekanga Road playground,Normandale.
g. A request to NZTA/HCC for the Charles Street Overbridge (links Hebden
Crescent to Owen Street, Belmont Domain) to have its side mesh panels
mended or replaced.
h. Portaloo for Victoria Park, Alicetown on the grounds of it being too far to
the nearest public toilet for children.

Funded Projects
1. Parks and Reserves
a. We urge support for the Hutt Minoh Friendship House maintenance on
the grounds of sister city obligations.
b. We also support the necessary funding for signs, track maintenance
and playgrounds, especially for the Western Ward. An instruction sign
for the Normandale senior fitness station would be handy.
c. Another senior fitness station would be appreciated in the western
ward in the vicinity of Maungaraki or Kelson.
d. Given that Maungaraki is a major suburban shopping centre we urge
the upgrade or painting of the Holly Grove playground.
e. Lighting is needed for the shortcut path leading from Major Drive to
the Kelson Community Centre to make it safe for use at night.
DEM11-30-4 - 16/586 - Western Community Committee Submission on Hutt City Council's
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f. Jubilee Park drainage is a necessary budgetary inclusion, along with
the Kelson Reserve development and the Meadowbank Reserve
development, Belmont.
2. Community Facilities (Centres, Halls and Houses)
a. We support the capital community house building maintenance and
capital upgrade for the following: Maungaraki Community Centre
(Local Urban Environment), Belmont Hall and Hardwick Smith
Lounge, Kelson Community Centre and Alicetown Community House.
Specifically:
Kelson ceiling paint.
3. Roading
a. We support Minor Road & footpath construction ie stage two of the
completion of the Pomare Road footpath construction. We have waited
over 30 years, so we anticipate its completion on schedule.
b. The public is asking for the planning to be progressed on the
Melling Bridge renewal, Melling Rail Station and SH2 and other
roading interchanges, as a major priority because of the current
accident rate and congestion. The budgetary contribution for 2025/6
appears to offer too little too late.
c. The Urban Growth Strategy (UGS) for Kelson needs to make Liverton
Road one way with the exit being through Kelson.
4. Central and Eastern Ward-located Libraries, Museums and
Aquatics
a. We support capital replacements and upgrades of libraries museums
and aquatics and recreation in the central and eastern wards, because
these are the ones our ratepayers use more frequently.
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5. Water Supply Replacements and Capital Upgrades
a. We support the Normandale Pump Station (PS) renewal and the
Pharazyn Switchboard PS renewal.
b. We support the Seismic upgrades for – Manor Park & Normandale,
Pharazyn, Park Road Reservoirs & Sweetacres Reservoir and
Watermain; the replacement construction for Tirohanga Reservoir.
6. Waste Water
We support the Vista Grove Sewer replacement.
7. Stormwater
We support the necessary capital replacements and upgrades, particularly
where they pertain to the Western Ward eg Dowse Drive Stormwater
improvement, Melling Pump Station, and Victoria Street/Humes Street.

Maintenance
1. Parks and Reserves
a. Signage maintenance - renewal of track sign linking the Normandale Road
side to Panorama Grove, Harbourview. (It has faded badly).
b. Spray gorse maintenance-Poto Road, Normandale BMX bike track
2. Community Centres, Halls and Houses
a. Alicetown Community House – needs to relocate its security door to the
rear and install a proper one. Contractor needs to have pride in the work
by using the same size screws.
b. Alicetown Community House – the newly installed kitchen door handles
need to be reinstalled correctly.
Conclusion
We have reiterated the trend for sloping hillside Snakes and Ladders
playgrounds in Australia, and we have again requested a budgetary
allocation for one in Kelson. We have again raised maintenance concerns
in this ward.
DEM11-30-4 - 16/586 - Western Community Committee Submission on Hutt City Council's
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File: (16/623)

Report no: WCC2016/3/44

Committee Advisor's Report

1. Purpose of Report
The primary purpose of the report is to update the Committee on items of
interest.

Recommendations
(i)

notes that Ms Bowmar attended the “Engagement Essentials Conference”
at a cost of $750.00 which requires retrospective endorsement;

(ii)

notes that Mr Matcham attended the Webinar “Local Government New
Zealand Tips to Improve your Audit and Risk Committee” at a cost of
$86.25 which requires retrospective endorsement; and

(iii)

retrospectively approves the training expenditure for parts (i) and (ii)
above.

2. Miscellaneous Administration Budget
The Committee’s Miscellaneous Administration budget for the 2015/16
financial year is $5,000.00. The total expenditure to date is $746.59 and a
breakdown is attached as Appendix 1 to the report.
3. Training Budget
The Board’s Training budget for the 2015/16 financial year is $3,000.00. The
total expenditure to date is $1,516.25 and a breakdown is attached as
Appendix 2 to the report.
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4. Graffitti Update
Discussions have taken place between Council officers and the Kiwi Rail’s
Rail Corridor Access Co-ordinator. At Present Kiwi Rail has authorised one
volunteer to enter the rail corridor at Ava station, however, it is reluctant to
widen this because the health and safety implications of large numbers of
people entering and leaving the corridor would be unworkable and
dangerous. Kiwi Rail is willing, however, to allow working parties with the
correct supervision to enter the corridor during scheduled line closures.
These groups will need induction and to be shadowed by staff qualified to
supervise and maintain safety standards in those areas. The costs of such a
project should be manageable within the current graffiti budget and is
something Council will investigate.
However, this will still mean long periods where graffiti will remain on
private property and business premises. To maintain the area in a graffiti
free state will require Council contractors to be used on a regular basis on
top of any volunteer work that takes place. This will have a cost implication
for Council.
It must also be noted that whilst Ava station is the focus in this particular
situation the same scenario applies to the full length of the rail corridor
within Hutt City i.e. from Petone through to Stokes Valley.
5. Council’s Current Consultations
Please see below a list of current proposals Council is consulting on. These
can be viewed on the Council website
http://www.huttcity.govt.nz/Your-Council/Have-your-say/Consultingon/
Consulting on

Closing date

Draft Public Places Bylaw 2016

1 July 2016

Reserve Revocation Proposal - Holborn, Stokes
Valley

15 July 2016

Draft Hutt Valley Trade Wastes Bylaw

9 August 2016

6. Western Community Committee Meeting 25 August 2016
The next meeting scheduled for 25 August 2016 at Hutt City Church will be
the last meeting of the Committee for the triennium.
7. 2016 Tour
Items from the 2016 Tour are attached as Appendix 3 to the report.
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8. Annual Plan Submission Responses
Responses to the Committee’s Annual Plan submissions are attached as
Appendix 4 to the report.
9. Hill Road Reconstruction Works
Stage 1 reconstruction works on Hill Road are underway, however due to
unforeseen ground conditions, the road has had to be redesigned. This has
caused delays in resurfacing the road, the weather conditions have also
impacted on this project and is expected to take a further three to four weeks,
subject to weather conditions.
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Miscellaneous Administration Budget - Western Community Committee Expenditure
2015/2016
Item

July

August

Sept

October

Nov

Dec

January

February

March

April

May

June

Expenses
per Item

Opening Balance

$5,000.00

Advertising
Venue

Totals

$112.56
$97.83

Tour

Less Total Expenditure
Closing Balance
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$112.56

$128.64

$353.76

$60.00

$40.00

$197.83

$195.00

$195.00

$746.59
$4,253.41
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Training Budget - Western Community Committee Expenditure 2015/2016
Item

July

August

Sept

October

Nov

Dec

January

February

March

April

May

June

Expenses
per
Person

Opening Balance

$3,000.00

Ms J Berridge
Mr P Matcham

Total

$0.00
$680.00

Ms M Bowmar
Ms K Wick

$86.25

$766.25

$750.00

$750.00
$0.00

Less Total Expenditure

$1,516.25

Closing Balance

$1,483.75
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Western Community Committee Tour 19 March 2016 Action List
(Updates in Bold)

Issue

Explanation

Progress

Officer

Completed, minor rework to finish.

Colin Lunn

Maungaraki Shops is due between
2022 to 2025.
The planned refurbishment of the
toilets has started, completion is
due in July.

Paki Maaka

Holly – 2021
Banksia - 2022
The repeater tower will remain in
place while Hutt Radio applies for
a new radio frequency.
Graffiti Removed

Craig Cottrill

Graffiti is removed from water
towers by Department of
Corrections Teams. They have been
asked to attend Honeysuckle asap.

Ray Gorin

Maungaraki
1.

Mulberry St lookout layby construction
progress.

2.

Maungaraki Shops

Where on the upgrade cycle are we?

3.

Maungaraki Community Centre men’s
urinal is rundown and needs to be replaced
by a toilet.

The toilets are for public usage so
replacement of toilets should be a
Council cost not a cost of the
Maungarki Community Trust.

4.

Holly Grove Playground and Banksia
Grove Playground
Honeysuckle Grove off Oakleigh: Hutt
Radio repeater tower by water reservoir

Where on the upgrade cycle are we?

Honeysuckle Grove off Oakleigh: Hutt
Radio repeater tower by water reservoir
Honeysuckle Grove off Oakleigh: Hutt
Radio repeater tower by water reservoir

Graffiti on the both the repeater
tower and the water reservoir.
Graffiti on the both the repeater
tower and the water reservoir.

5.
6.
7.
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The removal of the radio repeater
tower needs to be monitored.

Stephen Keatley
Derek Bradley

Wellington Water
Ray Gorin
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8.

9.

Issue
Honeysuckle Grove off Oakleigh: Hutt
Radio repeater tower by water reservoir
Oakleigh Street, car park for Belmont
Regional Park – on to Normandale Poto
Road.

Western Community Committee Tour 19 March 2016 Action List

Explanation
Great site for a view of harbour bench
seat once the radio repeater has been
removed.
Boy racers are a problem

Progress
A seat can be installed in the area.

Officer
Craig Cottrill

GWRC met with the Maungaraki
Community Association;
GWRC/HCC will monitor activity

Craig Cottrill
GWRC

The play centre nearby does not let
families use their toilets.

This would need to go through the
annual plan process again.

Craig Cottrill

Call logged to Aquaheat to resolve
all issues raised.
Now completed.

Stephen Keatley

Graffiti removed. Discussions
underway with Kiwi rail who are
not enthusiastic about people other
than trained contractors being
allowed onto the site. They will
support clean–up days when the
line is closed. However, outside of
that HCC will need to use our
contractors on a regular basis if we
wish to keep this and other rail
corridor areas clean of graffiti. This
is likely to have a cost implication.

Ray Gorin

Alicetown
10.

Victoria Park - Could do with toilet for
families, even if it is a portable toilet.

11.

Alicetown Community House check

a. Security door still not
fitting/closing.
b. Kitchen handles not reinstated –
fell off. Meeting took place some
weeks ago (? 12 Feb.? 2016)

12.

Wakefield Street graffiti on buildings
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Graffiti still in railway tunnel.
GWRC/NZ Rail
Mural option for end of private
buildings. Tbc. multi-agency and
private businesses (3 at present)
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13.

14.

Issue
Flooding end of Wakefield St

Western Community Committee Tour 19 March 2016 Action List

Explanation
Update on any improvements

Victoria Park - Playground needs a spruce
up to get it looking nice again.

Progress

Due for replacement in 2020. This
can be repainted in the next financial
year.

Officer
Wellington
Water, (Tim
Strang)
Craig Cottrill

Normandale
15.
16.

17.
18.

19.

Pekanga Road - Playground needs a spruce
up to get it looking nice again.
Gorse in older childrens’ BMX track.

Sign still not done link track Normandale to
Panorama Grove, Harbourview.
Martin Grove school traffic congestion

Senior fitness station. Information/guide to
usage board would be good.

Lots of parks. Parent education to
walk down/up steps needed:
Pokohiwi & Miromiro Rds.

Possible example for other parts of
the ward. Could officers consider
another senior fitness station for
Victoria Park?
Pass thanks onto officers.

Due for replacement in 2018/19.

Craig Cottrill

Gorse has been sprayed; additional
pest plant control will be done over
the coming months as well as some
more planting
Sign will be replaced. Work has
been ordered
Road Safety Coordinator and
School Travel Planner are working
with the school on a travel plan, to
reduce car trips to school and
number of vehicles in Martin
Grove. School travel survey in first
week of June.
This was installed by the Residents
Association – I’ll pass on the
comments. The provision of a
station at VP would need to go
through the Annual Plan

Craig Cottrill

Craig Cottrill
Jan Simmons

Craig Cottrill

Harbourview
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20.

Issue
Harbourview Road – house with gang
presence/antisocial behaviours.

21.

Panorama Grove bad surface persists.
More grade 4 chip than anything. Chip is
still turning after 6 days; stones uprooted.
No use of a roller.
Outside driveways no’s 3a and 2 the
surface has failed completely. No stones left
only base.

Western Community Committee Tour 19 March 2016 Action List

Explanation

Progress
Officer
Meet with Residents and Police and Jimmy Ballentyne
put an action plan into place.
The history of Panorama:
 April 1983 a single coat grade
4 chipseal
 December 2001 4/6 two coat
chipseal
 January 2014 grade 4+6
Racked in chipseal
They have had a grade 4 (6 is
smaller) for the last 30 odd years,
and this last chipseal is only 2 years
old.
We would still be expecting a
chipseal to be settling down at this
stage – especially after a particularly
hot summer like we’ve just had.
Advice from Calibre, our consulting
engineer, Higgins and Fulton Hogan
is that it is performing as well as
expected, and will continue to
improve.
Repair of localised chip removal,
“dinnerplating”, and bitumen
bleed areas is completed. The
surface will continue to be
monitored.

John Gloag
Leanne Kernot

Tirohanga
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22.

Issue
Pomare Road footpath construction
timetable.

23.

Matuhi St playground – needs a fence.

Western Community Committee Tour 19 March 2016 Action List

Explanation

Progress
Construction timetable is for
2015/16 and 2016/17. Construction
is underway.
From WCC - Praise for great project
management. First half.

Officer
Leanne Kernot

Officers will review.
Why does it need a fence?

Craig Cottrill

Kelson
24.

The grounds of the Kelson Community
House has a suitable site for a snakes and
ladders playground.

This would need to go through the
annual plan process again.

Craig Cottrill

25.

Major Drive - Ilam Grove playground –
could the fence be reviewed please.
Quick visit to Kelson Community Centre

More information please.

Craig Cottrill

There are cycles of works but no
major redevelopment or
refurbishment planned for this
facility.

Stephen Keatley

26.

Where on upgrade cycle are we?
Ceiling due for a seal & colour
repaint.

The next major is in the 2017-18
year external roof repaint and the
following years a smaller project
with 2019-20 is when the internal is
for a refurbishment.
27.

Hebden Crescent
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Road surface southern end failing at
road edges. Heavy transport usage.
Boy racers. *555 for residents.

Road surface has integrity. Some
road edge failures that will be
addressed.

John Gloag
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28.

29.
30.

Issue
Freedom camper check

No lighting/ walkway shortcut from Major
Dr.
Recycling Station

Western Community Committee Tour 19 March 2016 Action List

Explanation
Toilet issue: GWRC said to be
putting in a toilet for campers nearby
their cars.
Will not be used by women alone.
Safety.
Pass thanks on to officers for
maintenance and cleanliness

Progress

Officer
GWRC

More information please – which
shortcut?
Thanks passed on

Lyle Earl
Ieshea McDonald

Harwards Hill SH58
31.

Check Hugh Duncan St.

Visual check

Completed

Ray Gorin

32.

McDougall Grove
McDougall Grove

Has been resolved by Fulton
Hogan. No further action necessary.
New sign has been installed.
Completed

Colin Lunn

33.

Slip on end private property. Another
tree likely to fall, possibly onto road.
Sign-No Dumping. So old is illegible.

Cracking confined to the High
John Gloag
Friction Surface top coat. The base
roading seal is still intact. This road
will be assessed for remedial work in
the new financial year.
Completed
Ray Gorin

Nigel Parkin

Belmont/Belmont Domain
34.

Grounsell Cres/cnr Park Rd.

Extensive seal cracking. Noticed 6
months ago.
Heavy traffic volume/steep gradient.

35.

Charles St. Overbridge

36.

Fencing is needed along the stretch of grass
from Belmont School toward Melling for
approx. 150-200 metres.

NZTA/HCC ?need some wire mesh
panels replaced.
It is one of the most popular dog
walking paths in the Hutt, but at that
place the path is very close to the
motorway.
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Stage 1 planting was completed in
September 2015. Further planting
scheduled in 2016.

Janet Lawson
John Gloag
NZTA
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38.

Issue
Fencing is also needed along the stretch of
grass from Block Road to halfway along to
Belmont lights.

Western Community Committee Tour 19 March 2016 Action List

Explanation
Dogs have run onto the road here.

Footpath by tennis courts at Belmont
Domain needs continuation to the
playground.

Progress
Along this area there is a reasonable
level of protection north of the
decorative gates. South of here is
under review pending the Melling
Gateway project. This area is
controlled by NZTA and GWRC, not
HCC.

Officer
Janet Lawson
John Gloag
NZTA

This can be done in the new
financial year.

Craig Cottrill

Melling
39.

Continuation of cycleway from Petone to
Melling in the rail corridor. A level crossing
is needed somewhere between Western
Hutt Station and Melling.

There are only a few low speed trains
on week days and no weekend trains.

Concept design options are currently John Gloag
being prepared by AECOM
AECOM
consultants for NZTA, which will be
developed into a proposed option
and put forward for funding.

SH2 Footpaths
40.

Maungaraki to Melling Bridge along SH2
needs a footpath.
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Concept design options are currently Lyle Earl
being prepared by AECOM
NZTA
consultants for NZTA, which will be
developed into a proposed option
and put forward for funding.
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41.

Issue
Melling Station needs a community
noticeboard.
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Explanation

Progress
We can certainly liaise with GW
regarding the placement of any
notice board the community may
wish to provide at the station.
GW would likely approve such a
request, however, they may not
grant funding. It could cost as much
as $2-3K.

Officer
John Gloag
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Annual Plan 2016-2017

Western Community Committee: officer response to submission on
the Annual Plan 2016-2017
Thank you for your feedback on the Annual Plan 2016-2017. Please see below for officer
responses to items raised in your submission.
Request for bench seats for tourists at Honeysuckle Gr and Magnolia Grove playground –
this has been noted by our Parks and Reserves department and will be considered in terms
of budget availability and other priorities.
Maintenance review of Belmont Domain tennis courts – the Parks and Reserves department
will investigate the issue and recommend repair where necessary. For future information
and a progress report please contact Bruce Hodgins, Divisional Manager Parks and Reserves,
directly.
Snakes and ladder playground for Kelson beside the kindergarten and a second senior
fitness station – currently there is no funding provision for this so would need to be included
as a capital item. We received a large amount of requests for funding this year for a number
of worthy initiatives and community projects. Unfortunately this has meant that many
individuals and groups have missed out this year, including this particular proposal. We
encourage you to continue to lobby for this in the coming years.
Removal of skate park to recover lost car parks for the park and ride scheme – there are no
plans to remove the skate park to enable additional commuter parking, though when the
land is required for the intersection upgrade, Council may wish to consider whether it wants
to relocate this facility elsewhere in the central city.
Harbourview and Pakenga Road playgrounds – the upgrade and painting of these
playgrounds will be considered as part of the playground upgrade programme against other
priorities.
Charles Street Overbridge side mesh panels – thank you for bringing this to our attention.
Plans to replace the mesh panels has been included in this year’s work programme.
Suggestion of a portaloo at Victoria Park – there are a number of playgrounds across the
region that do not have access to a public toilet. In this case it is not a practice of precedent
we would want to initiate unless there were exceptional circumstances or a one-off event.
Lighting for shortcut path from Major Dr to Kelson Community Centre – this has been noted
by the Parks and Reserves department and will be investigated and considered in terms of
budget availability and priorities.
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Annual Plan 2016-2017

Improve drainage at Jubilee Park – please contact Bruce Hodgins from the Parks and
Reserves department to determine nature and exact location within the park. Once this is
determined they can work on remedying the issue.
Renewal of track signage linking Normandale Rd to Panorama Gr – this has been noted by
the Parks and Reserves department and will be included in this year’s work programme.
Alicetown Community House relocation of security door and kitchen door handles – our
Community Facilities Manager has spoken to Karyn about these issues. There has been no
progress with the relocation at this stage but the contractor has been back on site to
reinstall the door handles.
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File: (16/649)

Report no: WCC2016/3/116

Chair's Report

Report by the Chair

Recommendation
That the report be noted and received.

Appendices
No.

Title

1

Chair's Report June

Page
36

Author: Jill Berridge
Chair
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Chair’s Report for June 2016
Introduction
The representatives meeting on 16 June revealed two different approaches by
community ward committees and boards, which was most interesting. Some are
projects focused, and others are focused on problem solving, representation of
community needs and beautification. Both approaches appear to produce similar
results, but the former is more media friendly.
With seven suburbs on the western side of State Highway 2 (SH2) and three on
the eastern side of SH2, the western community committee continues to grapple
with the transport and highway barrier that divides it from the city. Hill
topography continues to provide its own unique challenges. Funding community
needs is a great opportunity and privilege for this ward.

1.

Annual Plan Process

It does appear that the old borough council wards have more political power
when it comes to being granted money for projects.
I have requested that the construction and continuation of the Norfolk Street
footpath to go all the way to the Belmont Domain playground, and also for it to
be approved and funded by Hutt City Council. This is a small stretch of footpath
to construct and the option of making a parent push a baby and let toddlers walk
amongst the parked cars is not a wise move. It is an accident waiting to happen,
and a toddler was killed in Auckland recently in a car park. I look forward to this
decision being progressed in the new financial year.

2.

NZTA

This organisation deserves a bouquet for improving its culture so that it keeps
people in the loop by consulting widely. The Manor Park project management
continues to excel in its information updates. Nearby residents continue to be
consulted and listened to. Belmont Residents (BRIA) held an onsite meeting
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recently to present a petition with their concerns and were listened to most
carefully. There are around 143 dwellings in Belmont Domain with many groups
using this area: Belmont Scouts, Belmont Pony Club, Avalon Dog Training,
Belmont Playcentre, French Club, Craft Club , Thursday Club and 3 different
church congregations. We look forward to the completion of the SH58/Manor
Park interchange in mid-2017.
3.

Burglary

It does appear citywide that tradespeople are being targeted for theft of their
tools. This has apparently occurred in both Belmont Domain and Naenae to our
knowledge.
4.

Anzac Ceremonies

These ceremonies continue to be well attended and are much appreciated by all
who attend. I personally favour the 9.30am ceremony in front of the War
Memorial Library. The presentation of the memorial and lawn has been a
successful remodelling, but public concern remains about the cost.
5.

WREMO Plan Reportback

It was an interesting discussion as the western hills had had their first meeting
three hours earlier so felt included in the discussion and update.
7.

Heritage Concerns

With Petone having lost its historic precinct status in the public view, because of
the proliferation of modern buildings, Alicetown has an opportunity to have a
special code of compliance for historic houses to guard and preserve them. New
builds should present like those around them, assisted by building code
guidelines implemented by council.
Jill Berridge
Chair, Western Community Committee
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Report no: WCC2016/3/117

Report Back from the Webinar "Local
Government New Zealand Tips to Improve
your Audit & Risk Committee"

Report back from the Webinar “Local Government New Zealand Tips to Improve
your Audit & Risk Committee”, May 2016, by Mr Matcham.

Appendices
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Author: Pete Matcham
Deputy Chair
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Webinar Training Report

From the start the presentation emphasised that the role of a Council’s Audit and Risk
committee is to manage risk. Auditing is just another way of doing this. Before this can be
done effectively it is important to understand that a risk is the potential uncertainty of
meeting an objective (ISO 31000). So for example the chance of being hit by a bus or a
contractor going into liquidation is not a risk. The chance of not getting to the other side of
the road, or completing a project on time is. Also emphasised was the importance of nonfinancial risks in determining the potential for missing objectives.
Summing up, the key message delivered by the webinar was that from a governance point of
view, the task of the Audit and Risk Committee is not to manage risk, but to ensure that risks
are managed. This requires members to ask awkward questions, ensure adequate and
appropriate reporting is in place, and that a risk aware (not risk averse) culture is fostered.
Suggested techniques included requiring both raw or inherent risk to be reported as well as
residual risk, ie the risk that remains after controls and mitigating actions have been put in
place. Another was to require the senior management team to regularly report in person on
the top ten risks and actions being taken to alleviate them.
So, was the course of relevant to community board and committee members and a
worthwhile expenditure of our training budget? To me the answer to both questions is yes.
Apart from the relevance of the techniques and processes described to all levels of council
business, this was confirmed by the presenter, who identified two key purposes of a Risk and
Audit committee which interface directly with our role.
First and most obviously, Audit and Risk Committees should provide an avenue for feedback
from the community, and that is of course one of our main purposes. Secondly, the primary
purpose of a Risk and Audit Committees is to determine that expenditure by council has met
its objectives. This, as the presenter emphasised is quite different from keeping expenditure
within budget. Again this is something that we are often in the best position to evaluate and
report on through our immediate contact with our constituents.
Finally, one of our responsibilities is to provide input to the Council’s LTP and Annual plans.
To do so effectively we need to be able to confirm that the Council’s financial strategy aligns
with all the implications set out in those documents. So to be able to play an effective part in
the process, we as community board and committee members need to understand the purpose
and mechanisms that guide an Audit and Risk Committee, and ourselves be able to ask
awkward questions, and probe the adequacy of reporting.
I consider the webinar well worth the small cost, and that it should be part of the training
recommended for Community Board and Committee members.
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