HUTT CITY COUNCIL
WESTERN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Meeting to be held in the Manor Park Golf Club, 32 Golf Road, Manor Park on
Thursday 11 February 2016 commencing at 7.00pm.
ORDER PAPER
PUBLIC BUSINESS

1.

APOLOGIES

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Generally up to 30 minutes is set aside for public comment (three minutes per
speaker on items appearing on the agenda). Speakers may be asked questions on
the matters they raise.

3.

PRESENTATIONS
a)

Presentation by NZ Police (16/72)

b)

Presentation by Local Councillor from Greater Wellington Regional
Council (GWRC) (16/73)
Report No. WCC2016/1/26 by the Greater Wellington Regional
Council

c)

4.
5.

Presentations by Residents' Associations and other Community
Groups (16/104)

CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS
MINUTES
Meeting minutes Western Community Committee, 12 November 2015

6.

7

COMMITTEE ADVISOR'S REPORT (15/1780)
Report No. WCC2016/1/19 by the Committee Advisor

7.

3

14

CHAIR'S REPORT (16/14)
Report No. WCC2016/1/27 by the Chair

25

2.
8.

QUESTIONS
With reference to section 43 of Standing Orders, before putting a question a
member shall endeavour to obtain the information. Questions shall be concise
and in writing and handed to the Chair prior to the commencement of the
meeting.

Susan Haniel
COMMITTEE ADVISOR
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Western Community Committee
26 January 2016

File: (16/73)

Report no: WCC2016/1/26

Presentation by Local Councillor from Greater
Wellington Regional Council (GWRC)

Appendices
No.

Title

1

HCC Community Boards – background information February
2016.

Page
4

Author: External Author (GWRC)
Greater Wellington Regional Council
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HCC Community Boards – background information February 2016.

HCC Community
February 2016

Boards

1

Flood Protection

1.1

Hutt Valley Flood Management

–

background

information

1.1.1 Hutt River City Centre Upgrade Project
At its 9 December 2015 meeting, Council approved a preferred option (Option A) for
the Hutt River City Centre Upgrade Project with which to proceed with the
preparation of the preliminary design, costing and implementation timelines.
Council’s approval of a preferred option was made following recommendations from
the Hutt Valley Flood Management Subcommittee and the Environment Committee.
Under Option A the river channel between Ewen Bridge and Melling Bridge will be
widened and stopbanks will be enlarged in one step. This provides flood protection to
a 1 in 440 year event standard. As implementing Option A will expand the stopbanks
westward, Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) will need to purchase and
remove a range of residential and commercial property on Marsden and Pharazyn
streets.
By Council adopting a preferred option, preliminary design on Option A will
commence this year, and a scoping report and project plan will be presented to the
Subcommittee in March. Information from the preliminary design will be used for the
preparation of the Notice of Requirement/ consent applications. The key tasks for the
preliminary design include:
 Limited topographical surveys and geotechnical investigations
 Consideration of feedback from the community and key stakeholders and
confirmation of the design for the flood protection works, Daly
Street/Promenade and the landscape works
 Developing planning provision options for future land use of any surplus
land in Pharazyn Street and also for Daly Street to incorporate adjacent
development to the promenade
 Developing a construction methodology
 Refining cost estimates for all project components and assessing the financial
implications
 Preparing implementation timelines.
1.1.2 Hutt River flow
Recreational users of the Hutt River have raised concerns about the flow and the water
levels of water holes, speculating that GWRC has reduced water flows by diverting
water through the Te Marua water treatment plant.
At present, GWRC has not undertaken any river management of the Hutt River.
Regular monitoring shows that, while the flow levels are different to previous years, the
DEM11-30-4 - 16/73 - Presentation by Local Councillor from Greater Wellington Regional
Council (GWRC)
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HCC Community Boards – background information February 2016.

water level is no lower than normal for this time of year. Many different factors can
affect water flow and make water levels seem lower such as gravel build up.
Groundwater also affects flows in the Hutt River, especially in its lowest reaches. And
we know that groundwater levels in the Hutt Valley have been lower than normal over
the past year due to low rainfall.

2

Public Transport

2.1 Holiday Buses
Every Christmas and New Year, GWRC coordinates and implements the holiday bus
and train timetable. This year, the normal timetable for bus services in the Hutt Valley
was replaced by a Sunday and Public holiday timetable.
GWRC’s challenges lay in trying to make people aware of the timetable. The Metlink
call centre received many calls from the public asking about which timetable was in
place. GWRC is working on better advertising and making the holiday timetable
clearer to customers for the 2016/2017 holiday period.
2.2 Rail contract
GWRC has selected Transdev Australasia in association with Hyundai Rotem as its
preferred future operator for Wellington’s metro rail service. GWRC will now begin
negotiations with Transdev to finalise the terms of the 15 year contract. Subject to
those negotiations being successful, a new contract is intended to commence on 1 July
2016

3

Parks

3.1 Te Ara o Whareroa trail opening
Te Ara o Whareroa Trail at Queen Elizabeth Park is now open to use and there has been
a steady stream of people cycling and walking along it over the summer.
The best place to park is at the main Paekakariki entrance and ride along the track
alongside the Wainui Stream to join up with the main sealed track which runs 6km to
Poplar Ave in Raumati South. The trail was officially opened by GWRC Chair, Chris
Laidlaw, and Kapiti Coast District Council Mayor, Ross Church, on 23 January 2016.
3.2 Greater Wellington Regional Council Great Outdoors Summer Events
GWRC’s Great Outdoors Summer Events Programme, which is running across the
parks network, has had a very successful start. Around 30 people enjoyed a four-wheeldrive sunset tour in Belmont Regional Park on 14 January 2016, and there are several
other events coming up over the summer. The GWRC website is the best place for more
information about events.
Apart from organised activities and the high numbers of summer visitors, the parks are
very busy with campers, especially with the closure of the Otaki Forks campsite. At
Belmont Regional Park, our Park Ranger has been spending a lot of time at Dry Creek
managing budget campers and making sure the area is reasonably clean. Officers are
reviewing how we manage this site for the longer term as it is very popular with tourists
being relatively close to the ferry and very low cost.
DEM11-30-4 - 16/73 - Presentation by Local Councillor from Greater Wellington Regional
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3.3 Landcorp’s licence at Belmont Regional Park
Landcorp’s licence is due to expire for Belmont Regional Park during this year. As
there is no clause for renewal in the Landcorp contract, GWRC will have to carry out a
new tender process. Landcorp has decided not to be part of this. There are a number of
factors that have impacted on their decision, including the farm manager, Wayne
Harrisson, retiring and the already complex farm being made more difficult by the
Transmission Gully motorway process and land retirement programme.
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12 November 2015

HUTT CITY COUNCIL
WESTERN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Report of a meeting held in the Hutt City Church, 22 Marsden Street, Melling,
Lower Hutt on
Thursday 12 November 2015 commencing at 7.00pm

PRESENT:

Ms M Bowmar (Chair)
Cr MJ Cousins

Mrs K Wick (Deputy Chair)
Cr M Shierlaw

APOLOGIES:

Apologies were received from Ms G Berridge and
Mr P Matcham.

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr R Muir, Divisional Manager, Road and Traffic
Mr C Cottrill, Reserves Assets Manager (part meeting)
Ms S Haniel, Committee Advisor

PUBLIC BUSINESS

1.

APOLOGIES
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 15501

“That the apologies received from Ms Berridge and Mr Matcham be accepted and leave of
absence be granted."

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Comments are recorded under the item to which they relate.

3.

PRESENTATIONS
a)

Presentation by Local Councillor from Greater Wellington Regional Council
(GWRC)
An apology from Cr Greig was received.
Speaking under public comment, Mr R Mooney said that he did not support
GWRC’s proposed Hutt Valley Flood Management measures. He further said that
scientists were divided about global warming theory, that there was no direct
evidence of rising sea levels at Petone Beach, and rate-payers money would be
spent without proper accountability.
In response to a question from a member, Mr Mooney said that before undertaking
the flood protection measures, climate change theory needed proof of change
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occurring and that the changes would continue happening.
Members noted the remainder of the report.

b)

Presentation by NZ Police
There was no Police presentation.

4.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS
Cr Cousins declared a conflict of interest in item 11, Western Community
Committee Submissions, Western Community Committee Submission on the 201525 Dog Control By-Law Review, and took no part in discussion or voting on the
matter.

5.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 15502

“That the minutes of the meeting of the Western Community Committee held on Thursday, 10
September 2015, be confirmed as a true and correct record.”
PRECEDENCE OF BUSINESS
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 15503

“That in terms of Standing Order 25.5, precedence be accorded to item 7 dealing with the
Alicetown Flooding Update by Wellington Water.”
The items are recorded in the order in which they were listed on the order paper.

9
6.

12 November 2015

REPORTS REFERRED FOR COMMITTEE INPUT BEFORE BEING
CONSIDERED BY STANDING COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL
a)

Park Rd/Gainsborough Grove - Proposed Stop Control and No Stopping At All
Times
(Copy to: Western Community Committee) (15/1570)
Report No. WCC2015/5/274 by the Traffic Engineer
The Divisional Manager Road and Traffic elaborated on the report.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 15504

“That the Committee endorses the recommendation contained in the report.”

b)

38 Victoria Street, Alicetown – Proposed P120 Parking
(Copy to: Western Community Committee) (15/1571)
Report No. WCC2015/5/275 by the Traffic Engineer
The Divisional Manager Road and Traffic elaborated on the report.
The Chair noted that the Divisional Manager Road and Traffic would be retiring
later in 2015. She thanked him for his service and the quality of his advice to the
Committee over the years.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 15505

“That the Committee endorses the recommendations contained in the report.”
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ALICETOWN FLOODING UPDATE BY WELLINGTON WATER (15/1600)
Memorandum dated 29 October 2015 by Wellington Water Ltd.
The Chief Advisor, Stormwater, Wellington Water Ltd, elaborated on the report.
In response to questions from members, the Chief Advisor, Stormwater, said that officers
were investigating whether accurate forecasting of rainfall, high tide and river levels
occurring at the same time, could assist low lying properties with preventative measures.
He further said that he would provide timing and budget information regarding
improvements to areas of the Western Ward prone to flooding, particularly Alicetown,
Cedar Street and Gainsborough Grove.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 15506

“That the Committee notes the updates in the report.”

8.

SCOUT HALL LEASE ON WILSON GROVE (15/1334)
Report No. WCC2015/5/256 by the Reserves Assets Manager, Parks and Gardens
The Reserves Assets Manager, Parks and Gardens elaborated on the report.
Members noted that the Scout Hall had been vacant for some time and supported the
Karate club’s proposal to use and maintain the building. Members further noted that the
Belmont Ratepayers Improvement Association and Maungaraki School parents
supported the proposed lease.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 15507

“That the Committee agrees to the issuing of a reserve ground lease to Hutt Valley Kyokushin
Dojo Incorporated for the land on which the former scout hall is located at 7 Wilson Grove, as
shown in the aerial plan attached as Appendix 1 to the report.”
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2016 MEETING SCHEDULE (15/1598)
Memorandum dated 28 October 2015 by the Senior Committee Advisor
The Committee Advisor elaborated on the report.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 15508

“That the Committee:
(i)

notes the meeting dates for 2016 in respect of its own meetings;

(ii)

agrees to begin its meetings at 7.00pm;

(iii)

determines the venues for its meetings in 2016 as
February – Manor Park
April – Maungaraki or Tirohanga
June - Belmont
August - Alicetown; and

(iv)

10.

delegates authority to the Chief Executive in consultation with the Board Chair to alter the
date, time or venue of a meeting, or cancel a meeting, should circumstances require this.”

COMMITTEE ADVISOR'S REPORT (15/1458)
Report No. WCC2015/5/52 by the Committee Advisor
The Committee Advisor elaborated on the report.
Members considered that they would work with officers to put forward a proposal to
Council’s Long Term Plan for a snakes and ladders playground.
Ms Wick said that she was disappointed the Alicetown event “Family Day in the Park”
had not been advised of its eligibility within Council rules, to submit an application for
community engagement funding. She considered that the event supported many families
in the community.
RESOLVED:
“That the Committee receives the report.”

Minute No. WCC 15509
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WESTERN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE SUBMISSIONS (15/1373)
Report No. WCC2015/5/208 by the Committee Advisor
Cr Cousins declared a conflict of interest and took no part in discussion or voting on the
matter.
Ms Bowmar elaborated on the report.
Cr Shierlaw noted that the Committee’s submission on the review of the Dog Control
Bylaw did not reflect the view of the Maungaraki community, which had opposed a
proposed dog exercise area in Oakley Street. He considered that residents should be
encouraged to make their own submissions to future bylaw reviews.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 15510

“That the Committee:

12.

(i)

notes that its submission in respect of the Greater Wellington Regional Council’s Hutt
River Central Business District Stopbank Upgrade requires retrospective endorsement;

(ii)

endorses its submission attached as Appendix 1 to the report;

(iii)

notes that its submission in respect of the Dog Control Policy and Bylaw Review requires
retrospective endorsement; and

(iv)

endorses its submission attached as Appendix 2 to the report.”

CHAIR'S REPORT (15/1415)
Report No. WCC2015/5/209 by the Chair
Ms Bowmar elaborated on the report.
RESOLVED:
“That the report be noted and received.”

Minute No. WCC 15511

13
13.

12 November 2015

QUESTIONS
There were no questions.

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 7.51 pm.

Ms M Bowmar
CHAIR
CONFIRMED as a true and correct record
Dated this 11th day of February 2016
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Western Community Committee
18 December 2015

File: (15/1780)

Report no: WCC2016/1/19

Committee Advisor's Report

1. Purpose of Report
The primary purpose of the report is to update the Committee on items of
interest.

Recommendations
It is recommended that the Committee receives the report.

2. Miscellaneous Administration Budget
The Committee’s Miscellaneous Administration budget for the 2015/16
financial year is $5,000.00. The total expenditure to date is $422.95 and a
breakdown is attached as Appendix 1 to the report.
3. Training Budget
The Board’s Training budget for the 2015/16 financial year is $3,000.00. The
total expenditure to date is $680.00 and a breakdown is attached as Appendix
2 to the report.
4. Community Engagement Fund 2015/2016
Members raised queries regarding the Community Engagement Fund (CEF)
funding criteria at its November 2015 meeting. The Community Funding
Advisor advises the following:
 The Community Engagement Fund is for local activities and events that
directly benefit the communities concerned. Community groups can
apply every year to the Community Engagement Fund for an
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event/project provided that any funding the community group has been
received from Council has been reported on.


Within Hutt City there are a number of events that are held annually, biannually and it is typical for a community group to apply every year to
the same funder. It is also good practice for a community group to apply
to a number of funders for their event (provided they are for different
things). It is also good to mix it up eg. what you applied to Council for
the event in one year, you will apply for something different for that same
event the following year.

5. Cycleways Update
Verbal update on cycleways by the Divisional Manager Road & Traffic and
the Senior Project Engineer Road & Traffic.
6. Jubilee Park Fernery
The management plan for the fernery in Jubilee Park is detailed in the Percy
Scenic Reserve and Jubilee Park Management Plan 2009 as follows, with plan
details attached as Appendix 3 to the report:

10.4 Fernery and Pond Area
The fernery was constructed in 1941 for the celebration of the 50th Jubilee of the
Lower Hutt Borough Council and the celebration of its elevation to city status.
Much of the fern collection was donated by the mayor at the time, Jack Andrews,
a keen fern collector. The fernery and nearby pond area were popular attractions
of the park until the development of the Western Hutt Road cut off parking
access. The fernery was eventually demolished and the remaining ferns planted
out into the park. In 2003 the fernery area was cleared to reveal some of the
original built features.

Objective
Continue to maintain and develop the old fernery and pond.

Policy
Continue planting ferns, orchids and low native herbaceous species within the
shell of the fernery and develop and maintain the pond as outlined in the Draft
Landscape Development Plan (see Appendix 5). (Attached as Appendix 4 to the
report.)
7. Graffiti in Alicetown
Officers work with Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) and Kiwi Rail
to access the rail corridor for graffiti removal. GWRC removes graffiti from the
rail stations it is responsible for.
Kiwi Rail do not take responsibility for removing graffiti from the rail corridor
and impose access restrictions due to safety issues around the lines. Officers are
working with Kiwi Rail to improve Council access to the affected buildings.
Council has a small Adopt a Spot group in the area that does occasionally get
granted access. Whenever there is a line closure our contractors clean up along
the corridor. However, there can be quite a delay between the graffiti appearing
DEM11-30-4 - 15/1780 - Committee Advisor's Report
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and it being cleaned increasing the perception of the level of graffiti in the
area. Unfortunately almost as soon as it is cleared it is tagged again.
The Police are aware that graffiti has increased slightly in this area and Council’s
graffiti removal contractors are spending more time in the accessible areas to
remove the tagging as quickly as possible to help maintain the City’s image.
8. 2015 Tour
Items from the 2015 Tour are attached as Appendix 4 to the report.

Appendices
No.

Title

Page

1

WCC Miscellaneous Administration Budget 2015/2016

17

2

Training Budget - Western Community Committee Expenditure
2015/2016

18

3

Percy Scenic Reserve and Jubilee Park Reserve Management Plan December 2009

19

4

Western CC Tour 14 March 2015

20

Author: Susan Haniel
Committee Advisor

Reviewed By: Kate Glanville
Senior Committee Advisor

Approved By: Kathryn Stannard
Divisional Manager, Secretariat Services
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WCC Miscellaneous Administration Budget 2015/2016

Miscellaneous Administration Budget - Western Community Committee Expenditure
2015/2016
Item

July

August

Sept

October

Nov

Dec

January

February

March

April

May

June

Expenses
per Item

Opening Balance

$5,000.00

Advertising
Venue

Totals

$112.56
$97.83

Tour

Less Total Expenditure
Closing Balance

DEM11-30-4 - 15/1780 - Committee Advisor's Report

$112.56
$60.00

$225.12
$40.00

$197.83
$0.00

$422.95
$4,577.05
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Training Budget - Western Community Committee Expenditure 2015/2016
Item

July

August

Sept

October

Nov

Dec

January

February

March

April

May

June

Expenses
per
Person

Opening Balance

$3,000.00

Ms J Berridge
Mr P Matcham

Total

$0.00
$680.00

$680.00

Ms M Bowmar

$0.00

Ms K Wick

$0.00

Less Total Expenditure
Closing Balance
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Percy Scenic Reserve and Jubilee Park Reserve Management Plan - December 2009
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Western CC Tour 14 March 2015

Western Community Committee Tour 15 March 2015 Action List
(Updates in Bold)

Issue

Explanation

Progress

Officer

Works programmed for start March
2016. Work will be paid for over 2
financial years as part of minor road
and footpaths capital works budget.
FH to do.

Colin Lunn

This would need to go through the
annual plan process again.

Craig Cottrill

Due for replacement in 2020. This
can be repainted in the next financial
year.

Craig Cottrill

Due for replacement in 2018/19.

Craig Cottrill

Maungaraki
1.

Mulberry St lookout layby construction
progress.

Alicetown
2.

Victoria Park - Could do with toilet for
families, even if it is a portable toilet.

3.

Victoria Park - Playground needs a spruce
up to get it looking nice again.

The play centre nearby does not let
families use their toilets.

Normandale
4.

Pekanga Road - Playground needs a spruce
up to get it looking nice again.
Tirohanga

DEM11-30-4 - 15/1780 - Committee Advisor's Report
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5.

Issue
Pomare Road footpath construction
timetable.

6.

Matuhi St playground – needs a fence.

Western CC Tour 14 March 2015

Explanation

Progress
Construction timetable is for
2015/16 and 2016/17. Construction
is underway.

Officer
Leanne Kernot

Officers will review.
Why does it need a fence?

Craig Cottrill

A drop kerb will be constructed to
allow pedestrian access from the
footpath through to the carpark.
Completed
Stage 1 planting was completed in
September 2015. Further planting
scheduled in 2016.

Craig Cottrill

Along this area there is a reasonable
level of protection north of the
decorative gates. South of here is
under review pending the Melling
Gateway project. This area is
controlled by NZTA and GWRC, not
HCC.

John Gloag
NZTA

This would need to go through the
annual plan process again.

Craig Cottrill

Belmont/Belmont Domain
7.

Footpath by tennis courts at Belmont
Domain needs continuation to the
playground.

8.

Fencing is needed along the stretch of grass
from Belmont School toward Melling for
approx. 150-200 metres.

It is one of the most popular dog
walking paths in the Hutt, but at that
place the path is very close to the
motorway.

9.

Fencing is also needed along the stretch of
grass from Block Road to halfway along to
Belmont lights.

Dogs have run onto the road here.

Janet Lawson
John Gloag
NZTA

Kelson
10.

The grounds of the Kelson Community
House has a suitable site for a snakes and
ladders playground.
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11.

Issue
Major Drive - Ilam Grove playground –
could the fence be reviewed please.

Western CC Tour 14 March 2015

Explanation

Progress
More information please.

Officer
Craig Cottrill

SH2 Footpaths
12.

Maungaraki to Melling Bridge along SH2
needs a footpath.
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Concept design options are currently Lyle Earl
being prepared by AECOM
NZTA
consultants for NZTA, which will be
developed into a proposed option
and put forward for funding.
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13.

Western CC Tour 14 March 2015

Issue
SH2 to Pomare Road:

Explanation

a) In places where there is room, widen the
path to double the existing width.

a) There is increased cycle and
pedestrian usage on this path.
There is no road berm for cyclists
on this part of SH2.

b) Improve the drainage of rainwater from
the hillside so it is drained under the
path rather than over it. Maybe by
raising the path with another 100mm of
concrete so water goes into the existing
drains under the path.
c) Capture the water at all the small
streams with a small nib wall. It could
be covered by a grate to prevent rock
blocking the drain.
d) Please impress upon the contractors that
it is not sufficient to push rock falls into
the gutters.

Progress
Issues have been forwarded to
NZTA’s Adam Nicholls (Journey
Manager) to investigate and address
where required.

Officer
Leanne Kernot
NZTA

b) Currently a number of small
streams run over that path all
year round but much worse in
winter. Silt and leaves remain on
the path from the overflow and
build a muddy compost for
pedestrians and cyclists to try
and get past.
d) Build-up of rocks inhibits
drainage.

e) Remove the tree stump (just south of
Casteloma) left over from the car
collision last year and maintain the selfsown sycamores which can get too
plentiful and cut out the light.
f) Place mulch over the planting strip
beside SH2 under the trees to improve
the appearance.

DEM11-30-4 - 15/1780 - Committee Advisor's Report
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This is the gateway to the city
and looks very rough at present.
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Issue

Western CC Tour 14 March 2015

Explanation

Progress

Officer

There are only a few low speed trains
on week days and no weekend trains.

Concept design options are currently John Gloag
being prepared by AECOM
AECOM
consultants for NZTA, which will be
developed into a proposed option
and put forward for funding.
We can certainly liaise with GW
John Gloag
regarding the placement of any
notice board the Community may
wish to provide at the station.
GW would likely approve such a
request, however, they may not
grant funding. It could cost as much
as $2-3K.

Melling
14.

Continuation of cycleway from Petone to
Melling in the rail corridor. A level crossing
is needed somewhere between Western
Hutt Station and Melling.

15.

Melling Station needs a community
noticeboard.
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Western Community Committee
06 January 2016

File: (16/14)

Report no: WCC2016/1/27

Chair's Report

Report by the Chair

Recommendation
That the report be noted and received.

Appendices
No.

Title

1

Chair's Report Feb 2016

Page
26

Author: Jill Berridge
Chair
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Chair's Report Feb 2016

Chair’s Report for February 2016
1.

Tribute to Retired Officer Ron Muir
The Hutt News (26 January 2016) noted that Ron Muir had given 45 years’ service to
the council, I add that Ron was an exceptional officer – quite the most low-key, helpful
and efficient council officer that I have ever dealt with. I particularly appreciated his
calm demeanour and cheerful smile, along with his experience in problem solving.
Ron’s tact is legendary and he often suggested compromises that were useful in any
appreciation of interagency dealings.

We wish Ron well in his leisure time and hope that he has many years of tramping
ahead and many kilometres of overseas travel to enjoy. His retirement is well earned.

2.

Graffiti
While graffiti is an ever present eyesore to the city generally, in Alicetown, the
buildings tagged alongside the railway line cannot be good for public relations for our
city. Graffiti is the scene that tourists see from any train travelling between Waterloo
and Wellington, which does not offer a positive Hutt City image.

Despite this necessitating double interagency communication, the situation merits
some urgency.

3.

Road Surface
The road surface on Hebden Crescent is being torn up by heavy transport, particularly
at the side edges of the surface coverage. This needs to be monitored, as there could be
safety implications for all vehicles using this road.

4.

Parks and Play Areas
i.

Maps and signage: there is some upgrade of signage needed within the ward,
especially in Jubilee Park. The last time I viewed the Fernery information
board it was covered in graffiti.

I would like to see Jubilee Park maps upgraded as there are too many old maps
circulating that include non-operational tracks.
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Chair's Report Feb 2016

Historic internationally renowned Jubilee Park Fernery: this project could put
the city back on the international map with a regenerated, restored fernery.

5.

Safety in the Suburbs
Recent coverage of an alleged aggravated assault as reported in the Dom Post (22 and
23 January 2016) and two unreported incidents (all around dairies) are leading
Alicetown residents to ask whether their suburb is sufficiently safe. Street cameras are
also an option to be explored and a consideration needs to be made of the question
should local dairies be advised to close early?

The gang presence has come to the fore as an issue in one western hills suburb, with
two other suburbs claimed to have gang presence under the radar. We will work with
the police and other agencies to reach a solution whenever the public perceives there is
a problem.

6.

Hutt River Swimming Safety
I am wondering what signage is being provided to warn the public when the Hutt
River level is low ie especially with respect to swimming hole warnings about the
dangers of diving into shallow pools.
I realise that the algae warnings are extensive and that particular aspect of PR is well
covered.

7.

News items on the Facebook Page
The Western Community Committee could consider advertising that it has a Western
Hutt Community Facebook page the next time it advertises a meeting. Posting
information is so much cheaper than printing it/

8.

Ward Tour
The Annual Tour of the Western Ward will be scheduled around current suburban
points of interest, including projects to be included in this year’s annual plan
submission. The proposed date is Saturday, 12 March, but this is yet to be confirmed.

Jill Berridge JP.
Chair, Western Community Committee
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