HUTT CITY COUNCIL
WESTERN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Meeting to be held in the Hutt City Church, 22 Marsden Street, Melling, Lower Hutt on
Thursday 12 November 2015 commencing at 7.00pm.
ORDER PAPER
PUBLIC BUSINESS

1.

APOLOGIES
Ms G Berridge and Mr P Matcham

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Generally up to 30 minutes is set aside for public comment (three minutes per
speaker on items appearing on the agenda). Speakers may be asked questions on
the matters they raise.

3.

PRESENTATIONS
a)

Presentation by Local Councillor from Greater Wellington Regional
Council (GWRC) (15/1409)
Report No. WCC2015/5/207 by the Greater Wellington Regional
Council

b)

Presentation by NZ Police (15/1412)

4.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS

5.

MINUTES
Meeting minutes Western Community Committee, 10 September 2015

6.
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6

REPORTS REFERRED FOR COMMITTEE INPUT BEFORE BEING
CONSIDERED BY STANDING COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL
a)

Park Rd/Gainsborough Grove - Proposed Stop Control and No
Stopping At All Times
(Copy to: Western Community Committee) (15/1570)
Report No. WCC2015/5/274 by the Traffic Engineer

b)

14

38 Victoria Street, Alicetown – Proposed P120 Parking
(Copy to: Western Community Committee) (15/1571)
Report No. WCC2015/5/275 by the Traffic Engineer

18

2.
7.

ALICETOWN FLOODING UPDATE BY WELLINGTON WATER
(15/1600)
Memorandum dated 29 October 2015 by Wellington Water Ltd

8.

SCOUT HALL LEASE ON WILSON GROVE (15/1334)
Report No. WCC2015/5/256 by the Reserves Assets Manager, Parks and
Gardens

9.

45

CHAIR'S REPORT (15/1415)
Report No. WCC2015/5/209 by the Chair

13.

35

WESTERN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE SUBMISSIONS (15/1373)
Report No. WCC2015/5/208 by the Committee Advisor

12.

27

COMMITTEE ADVISOR'S REPORT (15/1458)
Report No. WCC2015/5/52 by the Committee Advisor

11.

23

2016 MEETING SCHEDULE (15/1598)
Memorandum dated 28 October 2015 by the Senior Committee Advisor

10.

21

QUESTIONS
With reference to section 43 of Standing Orders, before putting a question a
member shall endeavour to obtain the information. Questions shall be concise
and in writing and handed to the Chair prior to the commencement of the
meeting.

Susan Haniel
COMMITTEE ADVISOR

53
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File: (15/1409)

Report no: WCC2015/5/207

Presentation by Local Councillor from Greater
Wellington Regional Council (GWRC)

Appendices
No.

Title
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HCC community boards and community committees UpdateOctober 2015 updated

Author: External Author (GWRC)
Greater Wellington Regional Council
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Attachment 1

HCC community boards and community committees Update- October 2015
updated

HCC Community Boards – background information October
2015
1.

Flood Protection

1.1

Hutt Valley Flood Management

1.1.1 Hutt River City Centre Upgrade Project
On 15 October 2015 the Hutt River City Centre Upgrade Project Hearing Panel
recommended Option A to the Hutt Valley Flood Management Subcommittee; the
Subcommittee will meet on 26 November to consider the recommendation. A formal
recommendation to Council will be made by the Subcommittee and the Greater
Wellington Regional Council will consider the recommendation on 9 December.
Under Option A the river channel between Ewen Bridge and Melling Bridge will be
widened and stopbanks will be enlarged in one step to provide flood protection to a 1 in
440 year event standard. This will expand the stopbanks westward and require the
purchase and ultimate removal of a range of residential and commercial property on
Marsden and Pharazyn streets.
The decision to recommend option A is consistent with the outcome of six weeks of
consultation which involved three open days, a six week static display, a week of
presentations at Westfield Queensgate, distribution of more than 3000 brochures, a mail
out to more than 30,000 addresses in Lower Hutt, a programme of stakeholder meetings
and many individual meetings with people whose property will be affected by the flood
protection programme.
The outcome was that 76 per cent of responses favoured Option A and 15 per cent
favoured Option B, with the remainder wanting no change or none was specified. Other
responses emphasised the desire for better amenities near the Hutt River such as parking
facilities, a Daly Street promenade along the stop bank, planting and recreational
opportunities in the river corridor and a pedestrian/cycle bridge across the Hutt River
from Melling to the CBD stopbank. The issue of whether the replacement bridge at
Melling should be a standard or gateway design was more divided. Further consideration
of these aspects of the project will be made in the detailed design phase.
1.1.2 Consultation on Pinehaven draft Floodplain Management Plan
Community consultation on the draft Floodplain Management Plan for Pinehaven
commenced on 9 September. Public open days were held on 9 and 16 September and
consultation closed on 16 October 2015. The Hutt Valley Flood Management
Subcommittee noted at its meeting on 24 September that the community open days had
been successful in that they had clarified a number of important issues for members of the
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public. It is likely that the Subcommittee will establish a hearing panel to hear
submissions on the draft plan in early 2016.

2

Watering Restrictions
NIWA has predicted that this summer will be extremely dry. Wellington Water has
advised gardeners in the Wellington region to use mulch in order to conserve water
throughout the summer.
Water restrictions are currently in place in Porirua, Wellington, Lower Hutt and Upper
Hutt. In Porirua, Wellington and Lower Hutt one garden water system or sprinkler is
permitted to be used between 6am-8am and 7pm-9pm on alternate days. Houses with
even address numbers are permitted to water on even days and houses with odd address
numbers are permitted to water on odd days.

3

Climate Change Strategy
On 30 September 2015, Greater Wellington Regional Council approved the GWRC
Climate Change strategy and implementation plan. The rationale for having a climate
change strategy is to have a clear vision and objectives for improving climate resilience in
GWRC’s work across the region. The Strategy articulates a vision for GWRC to
strengthen the long-term resilience and sustainability of the Wellington Region through
climate change action and awareness. The three main objectives of the strategy are
mitigation, adaption and awareness.
In addition to the development of the Strategy a number of other key initiatives are being
developed by GWRC. These include the development of a regional Greenhouse Gas
inventory and a 2050 Calculator tool. The possibility of establishing a regional climate
change forum, in partnership with territorial authorities and other stakeholders, similar to
the Waste forum- Wellington Region, is also being explored.
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These minutes are subject to confirmation at the next Committee meeting to be held
on the 12th November 2015
HUTT CITY COUNCIL
WESTERN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Report of a meeting held in the Hardwick-Smith Lounge, Norfolk Street, Belmont on
Thursday 10 September 2015 commencing at 7.00pm

PRESENT:

Ms M Bowmar
Mrs K Wick
Mr P Matcham (Deputy Chair)

Ms G Berridge (Chair)
Cr MJ Cousins

APOLOGIES:

An apology was received from Cr M Shierlaw.

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr L Earl, Traffic Assets Manager, Road and Traffic (part
meeting)
Ms S Haniel, Committee Advisor

PUBLIC BUSINESS

1.

APOLOGIES
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 15401

"That the apology received from Cr Shierlaw be accepted and leave of absence be granted."

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Comments are recorded under the item to which they relate.

3.

PRESENTATIONS
a)

Presentation by Local Councillor from Greater Wellington Regional Council
(GWRC)
Speaking under public comment, Ms P Sissons said that with regard to the
proposed flood plain upgrades, she supported keeping the river corridor unaltered
between Melling Bridge and Kennedy-Good Bridge. She added that the public,
including mums and dog walkers used the area, and that a large population of
monarch butterflies were coming to the river. She proposed that Hutt City
celebrate the flora and fauna of the river each year because of its beauty.
Speaking under public comment, Mr G Birkinshaw said he did not support the
proposed flood protection measures because he considered that GWRC’s premise
of 400 year flood control was based on unsubstantiated theorem and
scaremongering. He added that he would be interested in evidence to support the

7

10 September 2015

proposed flood protection plans. He further said that to alter the floodplain would
be to diminish the natural asset.
Speaking under public comment, Ms H Vink said that she did not support the
proposed flood protection measures because access and enjoyment of the river in
its natural state would be destructive to the way locals lived. She further said that
financial damage could be fixed, but if the access to the river were to be diminished
then increased clashes between people or between dogs would be harder to rectify.
Speaking under public comment, Mr R Maud said that he was on the steering
committee for the river trail and supported keeping the current walking area for
public access along the river corridor.
Mr Graeme Campbell, Flood Protection, Manager, Greater Wellington Regional
Council (GWRC) provided a brief presentation on the following: a history of
flooding in the Hutt; the project to upgrade the stop banks between the Ewen and
Melling Bridges; the impact of flooding on communities; the Melling Bridge
intersection; and the analysis of cost effective options. He advised that the
consultation period closed on Monday 14 September 2015. He said that GWRC
would consider the balance of ecological habitat and that the detail of the river
edge had not yet been designed. He strongly urged people to send in submissions
on the matter and that GWRC could work with experts, such as ecologists, during
the design process.
Cr Greig said that costs for flood protection work would be apportioned out
between the New Zealand Transport Agency, Hutt City Council and GWRC.
Cr Greig elaborated on the GWRC report for the period. She said that GWRC
would be adding another 200 carparks to Petone Station. She added that a concept
design for a passenger shelter at Melling Station had been proposed but as yet
there was no timeline for construction.
Members considered that GWRC should provide a budget and timeline for the
construction of the shelter and platform upgrade for passengers at Melling Station.
Members further considered that GWRC should include the item in its Annual
Plan for the next financial year.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 15402

“That the Committee requests that Greater Wellington Regional Council:
(i)

provides a budget for the construction of a new shelter and a platform upgrade at
Melling Station; and

(ii) includes the Melling Station upgrade in its Annual Plan for the 2016/17 financial
year.”
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b)
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Presentation by NZ Police
There was no presentation by NZ Police.

c)

Presentation from the Wellington Region Emergency Management Office
(WREMO)
The Community Resilience Advisor, Ms M Hill, advised that WREMO would be
able to begin a Community Resilience Plan (CRP) with the Western Community
Committee in early 2016. She asked members to start considering organisations or
facilities that could contribute to the CRP.

4.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS
Cr Cousins declared a conflict of interest in item 6 (a), Block Road – proposed No
Stopping At All Times Restrictions, item 6 (b), 68-70 Pharazyn Street – Proposed
P30 Parking Restrictions, and item 11 (6), Chair’s Report, Dog Control Bylaw
Submission, and took no part in discussion or voting on the matters.
Ms Bowmar declared a conflict of interest in item 7 (7), Community Engagement
Fund and took no part in discussion or voting on the matter.

5.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 15403

“That the minutes of the meeting of the Western Community Committee held on Thursday, 18
June 2015, be confirmed as a true and correct record subject to the amendment under item 6 c)
Dog Control Bylaw to read ‘Acacia Avenue and North.”
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REPORTS REFERRED FOR COMMITTEE INPUT BEFORE BEING
CONSIDERED BY STANDING COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL
a)

Block Road - Proposed No Stopping At All Times Restrictions (15/1225)
Report No. WCC2015/4/227 by the Traffic Engineer
Cr Cousins declared a conflict of interest in Block Road – Proposed No Stopping At
All Times Restrictions and took no part in discussion or voting on the matter.
The Traffic Assets Manager elaborated on the report.
Mr Matcham said that the capacity of parking at Melling Station was overflowing
onto Block Road and considered that not all of the proposed No Stopping At All
Times Restrictions were required because some of the cars parked on Block Road
did not restrict traffic flows.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 15404

“That the recommendation contained in the report be endorsed.”
Mr P Matcham requested that his dissenting vote be recorded against the
above matter.

b)

68-70 Pharazyn Street - Proposed P30 Parking Restrictions (15/1226)
Report No. WCC2015/4/228 by the Traffic Engineer
Cr Cousins declared a conflict of interest in 68-70 Pharazyn Street – Proposed P30
Parking Restrictions and took no part in discussion or voting on the matter.
The Traffic Assets Manager elaborated on the report.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 15405

“That the recommendation contained in the report be endorsed.”
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COMMITTEE ADVISOR'S REPORT (15/1141)
Report No. WCC2015/4/39 by the Committee Advisor
Ms Bowmar declared a conflict of interest in the Community Engagement Fund and took
no part in discussion or voting on the matter.
The Committee Advisor elaborated on the report.
Members considered a request from the Community Advisor Funding and Community
to fund up to $500.00 from the Community Engagement Fund for registrations to the
Weetbix Tryathlon 2016 in Lower Hutt. The Committee agreed that it would support a
contribution for children in need who lived in the Western Ward.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 15406

“That the Committee:

8.

(i)

approves funding up to a total of $500.00 from the Community Engagement Fund for the
Weetbix Tryathlon for children in need who live in the Western Ward; and

(ii)

approves Mr P Matcham’s upcoming attendance at the Financial Governance Course - Local
Governance New Zealand, on 11 September 2015 at a cost of $680.00 from the Training
Budget.”

LEAVE OF ABSENCE (15/1305)
Report No. WCC2015/4/175 by the Committee Advisor
The Chair elaborated on the report.
RESOLVED:

Minute No. WCC 15407

“That the Committee:
(i) grants Jill Berridge (Chair) and Pete Matcham (Deputy Chair) leave of absence on 12
November 2015 for the reasons of travel and family commitments;
(ii) elects Ms Bowmar as Chair and Ms Wick as Deputy Chair to preside at its meeting to be held
on 12 November 2015; and
(iii) notes that the Chair may exercise, at that meeting, the responsibilities, duties and powers of
the Chair.”
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WESTERN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE SUBMISSION ON THE HUTT RIVER
CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT STOPBANK UPGRADE (15/1311)
Report No. WCC2015/4/179 by the Committee Advisor
The Chair elaborated on the report.
Members considered that its submission on the Hutt River Central Business District
Stopbank Upgrade required updating to include views expressed by members of the
public earlier in the meeting. Members noted that its submission would be endorsed at its
next meeting to be held in November 2015.

10.

REPORT BACK FROM THE NEW ZEALAND COMMUNITY BOARDS’
CONFERENCE 2015 (15/1137)
Report No. WCC2015/4/178 by the Ms Bowmar
Ms Bowmar elaborated on the report.
Members noted that the Community Engagement Fund had criteria and considered that
they would liaise with officers regarding community projects for the potential use of this
fund.
Cr Cousins suggested that the Committee liaise with officers and then provide Council
with community improvement ideas and budgets for worthwhile projects. She further
suggested that the Committee request Council to include such projects into the Annual
Plan for the 2016/17 financial year.
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CHAIR'S REPORT (15/1297)
Report No. WCC2015/4/176 by the Chair
Cr Cousins declared a conflict of interest in the review of the Dog Control Bylaw and
took no part in discussion or voting on the matter.
Speaking under public comment, Mr A Sloan expressed concern that the southern end of
Belmont Domain would not be a dog exercise area. He queried the validity of statistics
which showed that children would stop using play areas where dogs were exercised off
leash.
In response to questions from members, Mr Sloan said that few children were using the
Belmont Domain play equipment because there were no challenges for them, the slide
was low, there was no spinning machine, and it had a mini climbing frame.
Mr Matcham supported Mr Sloan’s comments querying the validity of statistics
regarding children and dogs, and that the Belmont Domain playground had limited
challenges for children.
Speaking under public comment, Ms C Petrey, representing the Avalon Dog Training
Club, said that she was an instructor at the club and owners were educated about
meeting their obligations as dog owners. She added that the dog exercise area by Belmont
Domain was a favoured area because dogs were safe from State Highway 2. She further
said that mothers would approach her and ask for their children to meet her dogs and
she supported Belmont Domain as a dog exercise area.
Speaking under public comment, Mr A Petrey, representing the Avalon Dog Training
Club, said that he supported Belmont Domain as a dog exercise area and that the
playground could be fenced if necessary.
Speaking under public comment, Ms T Cochrane, representing the Avalon Dog
Training Club, said that she supported the Belmont Domain as a dog exercise area. She
added that she supported the Otonga Heights site as a dog exercise area although
queried whether Council could proceed with the proposal given that the roads to the
park were private roads.
Speaking under public comment, Mr P Deere said that he supported the Belmont
Domain as a leashed area for dogs. He said that he lived near the Domain and
uncontrolled dogs had rushed at him on a few occasions and could be a problem in the
play area. He added that the dogs from the dog obedience club were a pleasure and he
supported them being off lead.
The Chair said that the Committee would be putting its submission on the Dog Bylaw
review to Council. Members noted that its submission would be endorsed at its next
meeting to be held in November 2015.
The Chair elaborated on the report.
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RESOLVED:

10 September 2015
Minute No. WCC 15408

“That the report be noted and received.”

12.

QUESTIONS
There were no questions.

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 9.05 pm.

Ms G Berridge
CHAIR

CONFIRMED as a true and correct record
Dated this 12th day of November 2015

14

12 November 2015

Western Community Committee
23 October 2015

File: (15/1570)

Report no: WCC2015/5/274

Park Rd/Gainsborough Grove - Proposed
Stop Control and No Stopping At All Times
(Copy to: Western Community Committee)
Purpose of Report
1.

The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s approval for the
installation of a Stop control and No Stopping At All Times Restrictions at
the intersection of Park Road and Gainsborough Grove as shown in
Appendix 1 attached to the report.

Recommendation
That the Traffic Subcommittee recommends that Council approves the
installation of a Stop Control and No Stopping At All Times Restrictions at the
intersection of Park Road and Gainsborough Grove as shown in Appendix 1
attached to the report.
Background
2.

Council has received a request from a resident of Belmont to improve
safety at the intersection of Park Road/Gainsborough Grove. The resident
states that cars parking too close to the intersection are not allowing
sufficient sight lines for drivers exiting Gainsborough and cars parked on
the bend force traffic to cross the Park Road centerline into oncoming
traffic on a blind bend causing a significant safety problem.

Discussion
3.
An improvement plan was prepared and delivered to adjacent properties.
Discussions and amendments have subsequently been made to the
original plan following residents concerns with visibility to the north
coming out of the driveway servicing 18-46 Park Road.
4.

Council proposes to install Broken Yellow Lines, a Stop Control, a
concealed exit warning sign and to excavate some of the bank outside

DEM11-30-4 - 15/1570 - Park Rd/Gainsborough Grove - Proposed Stop Control
and No Stopping At All Times
(Copy to: Western Community Committee)
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No.s 46 and 50 to increase visibility up the hill as shown on the plan
attached as Appendix 1 to address these safety issues.
Options
5.
The options are to leave the area as it is and accept that safety hazards
will remain, or proceed with the proposed improvements and improve
visibility and safety for road users.
Consultation
6.
Plans of the proposal were delivered to all 23 properties in the affected
area along with a consultation letter and questionnaire.
 9 were returned with 5/9 (55%) supporting the proposal and 4/9
(45%) not supporting.
7.

Those objecting to the proposal were the residents of the drive shared by
18-46 Park Road stating that their visibility concerns were not being
addressed.

8.

Changes have since been made in response to the objecting resident’s
comments, which includes additional broken yellow lines, a concealed
exit warning sign and to excavate some of the bank to increase visibility
up the hill.

Legal Considerations
9.
This restriction is made pursuant to the provisions of the Hutt City
Council Traffic Bylaw 2007 (Amended 20 November 2014).
Financial Considerations
10.
These changes can be funded from Council’s 2015/2016 signs and
markings budget.
Other Considerations
11.
In making this recommendation, officers have given careful consideration
to the purpose of local government in section 10 of the Local Government
Act 2002. Officers believe that this recommendation falls within the
purpose of the local government in that it improves safety for the benefit
of all road users. It does this in a way that is cost-effective because it
utilises standard road markings to minimize the likelihood of crashes.
Appendices
No.

Title

1

Park Rd/Gainsborough Grove - Proposed Stop Control and No
Stopping At All Times 15/1500
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Author: Zackary Moodie
Traffic Engineer

Reviewed By: Lyle Earl
Traffic Assets Manager

Approved By: Ron Muir
Divisional Manager, Road and Traffic
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Western Community Committee
23 October 2015

File: (15/1571)

Report no: WCC2015/5/275

38 Victoria Street, Alicetown – Proposed P120
Parking
(Copy to: Western Community Committee)
Purpose of Report
1.

The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s approval for the
installation of 11m of P120 Parking Restriction outside No.38 Victoria
Street as shown in Appendix 1 attached to the report.

Recommendations
That the Traffic Subcommittee recommends that Council:
(i)

rescinds two metres of No Stopping At All Times Restrictions as shown in
Appendix 1 attached to the report; and

(ii)

approves 11 metres of P120 Parking Restrictions operating during the
times of 8:00am - 5:00pm Monday-Friday outside No.38 Victoria Street as
shown in Appendix 1 attached to the report.

Background
2.

Council has been asked by the Manger of Alicetown Community Centre
at No.38 Victoria Street to change the unrestricted on-street parking
outside their premises to P120 parking to better serve their visitors.

Discussion
3.
It is considered appropriate to install P120 Parking which will encourage
parking turnover and better serve visitors to the Community Centre.
Options
4.
The options are to change the parking from unrestricted to P120 Parking
or leave the current situation as it is.

DEM11-30-4 - 15/1571 - 38 Victoria Street, Alicetown – Proposed P120 Parking
(Copy to: Western Community Committee)
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Consultation
5.
These changes have been requested by the affected Community Centre at
No.38 Victoria Street.
6.

The neighboring resident at No. 40 Victoria St has been consulted and
agrees to the proposed restrictions.

Legal Considerations
7.
This restriction is made pursuant to the provisions of the Hutt City
Council Traffic Bylaw 2007 (Amended 20 November 2014).
Financial Considerations
8.
These changes can be funded from Council’s 2015/2016 signs and
markings budget.
Other Considerations
9.
In making this recommendation, officers have given careful consideration
to the purpose of local government in section 10 of the Local Government
Act 2002. Officers believe that this recommendation falls within the
purpose of the local government in that it is supported by the directly
affected community centre. It does this in a way that is cost-effective
because it utilises standard signs and road markings.
Appendices
No.

Title

1

38 Victoria Street, Alicetown - Proposed P120 Parking 15/1470

Page
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Author: Zackary Moodie
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Reviewed By: Lyle Earl
Traffic Assets Manager

Approved By: Ron Muir
Divisional Manager, Road and Traffic
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Our Reference

15/1600

TO:

Chair and Members
Western Community Committee

FROM:

External Author (Wellington Water Ltd)

DATE:

29 October 2015

SUBJECT:

ALICETOWN FLOODING UPDATE BY WELLINGTON
WATER

Recommendation
That the Committee notes the updates in the report.

Purpose of Memorandum
1.

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an update on “measures
for Alicetown that will be taken to alleviate flooding situations in the
future” as requested in the Western Community Committee Chair’s
report 18 June 2015. The following paragraphs give a brief overview of
the rainfall event that occurred, the local catchment characteristics, the
sorts of solutions that are likely to be effective and relevant planned
upgrade works.

Background
2.

Recent flooding in Alicetown was discussed at the June Western
Community Centre Meeting, and the following three sites were
mentioned:
 Alicetown Fish’n’Chips, corner of Montague St and Cuba St
 Ministry of Swimming, next door to Alicetown Fish’n’Chips
 Honda Cars Service Centre, on Cuba St opposite Te Mome Rd

3.

Rainfall on the 14th May 2015 was extreme and had a return period of 2%
to 1% annual exceedance probability. At this sort of rainfall intensity, the
piped system was overwhelmed, and the excess water flowed over-land.

4.

The three commercial buildings mentioned above, all flooded because
they are located in low lying areas with floor levels that are only slightly
higher than the top of kerb level. The depth of flooding in the buildings
was between 100 to 150mm approximately.

5.

Wellington Water is currently investigating measures that could make the
buildings more flood resilient, such as the installation of flood stop
barriers at doorways. We are also investigating whether the existing pipe
network can be optimised or upgraded to improve capacity. Any

DEM11-30-4 - 15/1600 - Alicetown Flooding Update by Wellington Water
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proposed works will need to be prioritised against other stormwater
works in Hutt City.
6.

Upgrade works to the inlet screen at the Te Mome pumpstation are
planned for later in 2015, and will provide improved resistance to
blockage for the stormwater system that services Alicetown Fish’n’Chips
and the Ministry of Swimming. Issues with screen blockage have been ongoing, and may have contributed to the flooding on 14th May.

Appendices
There are no appendices for this report.

Author: External Author (Wellington Water Ltd)
WW
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Western Community Committee
14 September 2015

File: (15/1334)

Report no: WCC2015/5/256

Scout Hall Lease on Wilson Grove
Purpose of Report
1.

To formalise a lease with Hutt Valley Kyokushin Karate Dojo
Incorporated (Hutt Valley Dojo), for the reserve land on which the former
scout hall building is located at 7 Wilson Grove in Normandale.

Recommendation
It is recommended that the Committee agrees to the issuing of a reserve ground
lease to Hutt Valley Kyokushin Dojo Incorporated for the land on which the
former scout hall is located at 7 Wilson Grove, as shown in the aerial plan
attached as Appendix 1 to the report.
Background
2.

The hall building located on reserve land at 7 Wilson Grove is currently
owned by Scouts but has not been used for scout activities for some time.
Hutt Valley Dojo has been running classes from the hall since July this
year and wishes to acquire the hall from scouts. Before it finalises this
arrangement it requires the security of a long term ground lease.

3.

The hall is located in the south-eastern corner of the reserve which is
largely covered in bush and on steeply sloping land. The reserve is 0.43
hectares in size and is classified recreation reserve. Its legal description is
Lot 39 DP 18067 on Certificate of Title 973/45. A plan showing the hall on
the reserve is attached as Appendix 1.

4.

Hutt Valley Dojo is currently operating junior and senior classes from the
hall on four nights a week; Monday to Wednesday from 6pm to 8.30pm
and on Fridays from 4pm to 5pm. There are 40 practicing members.

5.

Hutt Valley Dojo has plans once it owns the hall and has secured a lease,
to improve the building (new roof, repair/replace windows, paint
exterior), and has already undertaken repairs and maintenance in order to
be able to operate. It is proposing to undertake the improvements from
grants and fundraising and by using volunteer assistance.
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6.

Hutt Valley Dojo has been in existence in Lower Hutt for eight years and
was operating from premises on the Petone foreshore before locating its
activities to Wilson Grove. The move to Wilson Grove was made because
of difficulties with premises it was hiring and the opportunity that a
dedicated space could provide.

7.

The issuing of leases is delegated to Community Committees and Boards
for local activities on reserve land in their respective areas.

Discussion
8.
Officers recommend that the proposal be endorsed based on the club’s
history and willingness to take over responsibility for this previously
unused and deteriorating building.
9.

Hutt Valley Dojo considers that it has the financial means and skills and
experience within the Club to undertake the works required to bring the
building to an acceptable condition. The upgrading of the building will be
made a requirement of the lease.

10.

Hutt Valley Dojo provides residents with a well-managed recreational
activity which seeks to instill self-confidence, respect, strength and
discipline into its members. Use of the building for this purpose fits with
the recreation reserve status of the land.

Options
11.
The Committee can either agree to the lease or not. If the lease is not
agreed to then the future of the building on the site should be reviewed.
Consultation
12.
The proposal to lease the site to Hutt Valley Dojo was notified in the
public notices section of the Hutt News on Tuesday 29 September 2015.
There were no submissions.
Legal Considerations
13.
Council has delegated authority from the Minister of Conservation to
issue leases on recreation reserve land pursuant to section 54 of the
Reserves Act 1977.
14.

This requires public notice of the proposal in a local paper with a one
month opportunity for submissions/objections, (section 119). All
submissions and objections are to be given full consideration, (section
120), prior to a decision being made on the proposal.

15.

The lease to Hutt Valley Dojo will be based on the Council’s generic lease
document. A ten year lease (initial term of five years with a five year
right of renewal) is proposed for the activity.

Financial Considerations
16.
Under Council’s Reserves Lease Rental Formula the annual rental to be
paid by Hutt Valley Dojo has been assessed as $266 plus GST.
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Other Considerations
17.
In making this recommendation, officers have given careful consideration
to the purpose of local government in section 10 of the Local Government
Act 2002. Officers believe that this recommendation falls within the
purpose of the local government in that it is a regulatory matter
governing the use of public land.
Appendices
No.

Title

1

7 Wilson Grove Plan

Page
26

Author: Craig Cottrill
Reserves Assets Manager, Parks and Gardens

Reviewed By: Bruce Hodgins
Divisional Manager, Parks and Gardens

Approved By: Bruce Sherlock
General Manager, City Infrastructure
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Our Reference

15/1598

TO:

Chair and Members
Western Community Committee

FROM:

Kate Glanville

DATE:

28 October 2015

SUBJECT:

2016 MEETING SCHEDULE

12 November 2015

Recommendation
That the Committee:
(i) notes the meeting dates for 2016 in respect of its own meetings;
(ii) determines the start time for its meetings;
(iii) determines the venue for its meetings; and
(iv) delegates authority to the Chief Executive in consultation with the Board
Chair to alter the date, time or venue of a meeting, or cancel a meeting,
should circumstances require this.
Background
1.

Attached is a copy of the report ‘2016 Meeting Schedule” that was
considered and adopted by Council at its meeting held on 20 October 2015.
This also includes the 2016 Meeting Schedule for Council, Committees,
Community Boards and Community Committees, which was an appendix to
the report.

2.

It is a timely reminder that members are responsible for collecting the key
and unlocking the venue, setting up the room for the meeting and packing
up the meeting room following the meeting, if required. The Committee
Advisor is responsible for booking the meeting venue.

Appendices
No.

Title

1

Hutt City Council Report - Schedule of Meetings for 2016 - 20
October 2015
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Author: Kate Glanville
Senior Committee Advisor

Approved By: Kathryn Stannard
Divisional Manager, Secretariat Services
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Hutt City Council
24 September 2015

File: (15/1379)

Report no: HCC2015/4/251

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS FOR 2016

Purpose of Report
1.

It is considered desirable that Council adopt a meeting schedule for meetings
to be held through until the triennial local authority elections on 8 October
2016 and the proposed schedule is attached as Appendix 1 to the report.
Adoption of the schedule will serve as notice to members that the meetings
set out on the schedule are to be held.

2.

It will be necessary for Council to determine the venue for Council and
committee meetings.

3.

As circumstances may change over time, it is considered appropriate that
Council delegates authority to the Chief Executive in consultation with the
Mayor or Committee Chairs to alter the date, time or venue of a meeting or
cancel a meeting, should circumstances require this.

Recommendations
That Council:
(i) adopts the schedule of meetings attached as Appendix 1 to the report, which
provides for six weekly meeting cycles in 2016, subject to agreement by the
community committees and approval by the community boards in respect of
their meeting dates;
(ii) agrees that the venue for the meetings of Council and Finance and Audit
Committee for meeting cycle 1 (January-March 2016) be the Wainuiomata
Chambers and The Dowse Art Museum for City Development and Policy
and Regulatory Committees;
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(iii) agrees that the venue for the meetings of Council from meeting cycle 2 (April
2016 onwards) and its committees, other than community committees, be the
Council Chambers, Administration Building, 30 Laings Road, Lower Hutt;
and
(iv) delegates authority to the Chief Executive in consultation with the Mayor or
Committee Chair to alter the date, time or venue of a meeting, or cancel a
meeting, should circumstances require this.
Background
4. The Local Government Act 2002 requires that a local authority must hold the
meetings that are necessary for the good government of its district.
5.

The Act requires that notice be given in writing to each member of the time
and place of a meeting, not less than 14 days before the meeting or, if the
local authority has adopted a schedule of meetings, not less than 14 days
before the first meeting on the schedule.

6.

Attached as Appendix 1 to the report is a draft schedule for four meeting
cycles from January to October 2016.

Comment
7.

The draft schedule provides a free week during week 1 of each meeting cycle
when the first order papers for the cycle are being prepared, a week during
which community board meetings are scheduled, a week during which
community committee meetings are scheduled, one week during which the
major standing committees of Council can meet, and a Council meeting in
the sixth week of the cycle.

8.

This allows reports that are of relevance to a community to be considered by
the appropriate community committee/community board before going to
the appropriate committee of Council.

9.

In situations where additional meetings of Council and its committees are
required, ideally 14 days’ notice will be provided to members. Where a
lesser period of notice is provided, such meetings would be treated as
extraordinary meetings.

10. The draft meeting schedule for 2016 has been adjusted to make provision for
meetings associated with the Annual Plan process, including scheduling
community committee/community board meetings during the Annual Plan
consultation period.
11. A number of community committees and community boards on their own
initiative have scheduled informal community meetings to discuss specific
issues or as a forum for engaging with the community. It is anticipated that
these informal meetings will continue, and will supplement the meetings
held to conduct formal business, which are more structured and provide
limited opportunities for public input.
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12. The meeting schedule has been adjusted where necessary to take account of
public holidays, which are noted on the schedule and also the Local
Government New Zealand Conference.
13. To assist with forward planning, regular civic functions to be held in 2016
have been included in the schedule.
14. It will be necessary for Council to determine the venue for Council and
committee meetings, and these are customarily held in Council Chambers.
Community board and community committee meeting venues are selected
from within the communities served.
15. As circumstances may change over time, it is considered appropriate that
Council delegate authority to the Chief Executive in consultation with the
Mayor or Committee Chair to alter the date, time or venue of a meeting or
cancel a meeting, should circumstances require this.
Consultation
16. The proposed schedule of meetings will be submitted to the November 2015
meetings of the community committees and community boards for
agreement or approval in respect of their meeting dates, and selection of
venues for their meetings.
17. In respect of the joint committee Hutt Valley Services Committee, the dates
have been discussed with officers from Upper Hutt City Council.
18. In respect of the Regional Transport Committee and the Wellington Regional
Strategy Committee, officers from Greater Wellington Regional Council have
notified the dates to officers.
19. In respect of the Hutt Valley Flood Management Subcommittee, the dates
have yet to be determined. Decisions made in respect of these meetings will
be reported back to Council in December, along with the venues to be used
for community committee and community board meetings in 2016.
Legal Considerations
20. The Local Government Act 2002 makes provision for Councils to adopt a
schedule of meetings. Adoption of the schedule presented will serve as
notice to members that the meetings set out on the schedule are to be held.
Publicity Considerations
21. There are no publicity considerations arising from this report.
Financial Considerations
22. There are no financial considerations arising from this report.
Other Considerations
23. In making this recommendation, officers have given careful consideration to
the purpose of local government in section 10 of the Local Government Act
2002. Officers believe that this recommendation falls within the purpose of
the local government in that it meets the current/future needs of the
community by providing the community a set meeting schedule when
Council meets to make decisions impacting on the future community goals.
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Appendices
No.

Title

1

2016 Proposed Meeting Schedule

Page

Author: Kathryn Stannard
Divisional Manager, Secretariat Services

Approved By: Bradley Cato
Solicitor
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Western Community Committee
06 October 2015

File: (15/1458)

Report no: WCC2015/5/52

Committee Advisor's Report

1. Purpose of Report
The primary purpose of the report is to update the Committee on items of
interest.

Recommendations
It is recommended that the Committee receives the report.

2. Miscellaneous Administration Budget
The Committee’s Miscellaneous Administration budget for the 2015/16
financial year is $5,000.00. The total expenditure to date is $210.39 and a
breakdown is attached as Appendix 1 to the report.
3. Training Budget
The Board’s Training budget for the 2015/16 financial year is $3,000.00. The
total expenditure to date is $680.00 and a breakdown is attached as Appendix
2 to the report.
4. Snakes and Ladders Playground
Officers have considered the request regarding the siting of a snakes and
ladders type playground at the reserve in Taieri Crescent, Kelson. The site
would be suitable for such a playground with a modest design for this site
likely to be able to be achieved for $80,000 to $100,000. The existing
playground is programmed to be replaced from the annual replacement
budget of $195,000 in the 2023/24 financial year.
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5. Community Engagement Fund
The Committee has $5,700.00 available to allocate under the Western
Community Committee Engagement Fund. The fund closed on 20 October
2015 and no applications had been received. The fund is for local activities
and events that directly benefit the communities concerned. The Committee
will have a second funding round in 2016. Applications will open in April
and close in May 2016, with decisions to be made at the Committee’s June
2016 meeting. Dates to be confirmed at the Committee’s February 2016
meeting.
Weetbix TRYathlon 2015/2016
Council has worked alongside Sanitarium and Sport Wellington to bring the
Sanitarium Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon back to Lower Hutt. The event takes
place on Tuesday 22 March 2016 and inspires children to enjoy an active
lifestyle by getting them moving in a friendly and supportive
environment. Children will start off with a swim at Huia Pool, followed by a
bike ride, and then ending with a run at the Hutt Recreation Ground.
The Sanitarium Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon has always been a fantastic
opportunity for children to challenge themselves, do their best, and meet
some of New Zealand’s sporting heroes. Council would like to enable as
many local children as possible to take part by subsiding entry fees for
students from all areas of our city.
The Sanitarium Foundation along with Hutt City Council’s Leisure Active
and City Events divisions have already raised $7,500 which will go towards
subsidising entries for over 500 Lower Hutt children.
At the Committee’s September meeting, members approved $500.00 from the
Community Engagement Fund for the Weetbix TRYathlon for children in
need who live in the Western Ward. This will be used to subsidise $30
towards the cost of 33 entries for a low decile school in your area, namely
Hutt Central School. Full entry costs are $35 and this includes a t-shirt and
medal. The Principal of Hutt Central School will be advised of the
subsidised entries and asked to ensure they go to children who would benefit
the most from participating in the TRYathlon.
Support will be given to students from the schools that enter, such as free
access to swimming pools, free cycling training sessions. Hutt City Council
has committed to supporting this event for the next three years.
6. Council’s Current Consultations
Please find below a recently posted Council survey. You can find out more
about this survey here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/huttartsurvey
Consulting on

Closing date

Arts and Culture Survey

5 November 2015
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7. 2015 Tour
Items from the 2015 Tour are attached as Appendix 3 to the report.
Appendices
No.

Title

Page

1

Miscellaneous Administration Budget - Western Community
Committee Expenditure 2015/2016

38

2

Training Budget - Western Community Committee Expenditure
2015/2016

39

3

Western CC Tour 14 March 2015.DOCX

40

Author: Susan Haniel
Committee Advisor

Reviewed By: Kate Glanville
Senior Committee Advisor

Approved By: Kathryn Stannard
Divisional Manager, Secretariat Services
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Miscellaneous Administration Budget - Western Community Committee Expenditure
2015/2016
Item

July

August

Sept

October

Nov

Dec

January

February

March

April

May

June

Expenses
per Item

Opening Balance

$5,000.00

Advertising
Venue

Totals

$112.56
$97.83

Tour

Less Total Expenditure
Closing Balance
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$97.83
$0.00

$210.39
$4,789.61
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Training Budget - Western Community Committee Expenditure 2015/2016
Item

July

August

Sept

October

Nov

Dec

January

February

March

April

May

June

Expenses
per
Person

Opening Balance

$3,000.00

Ms J Berridge
Mr P Matcham

Total

$0.00
$680.00

$680.00

Ms M Bowmar

$0.00

Ms K Wick

$0.00

Less Total Expenditure
Closing Balance
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Western Community Committee Tour 15 March 2015 Action List
(Updates in Bold)

Issue

Explanation

Progress

Officer

Works programmed for start March
2016. Work will be paid for over 2
financial years as part of minor road
and footpaths capital works budget.
FH to do.

Colin Lunn

This would need to go through the
annual plan process again.

Craig Cottrill

Due for replacement in 2020. This
can be repainted in the next financial
year.

Craig Cottrill

Due for replacement in 2018/19.

Craig Cottrill

The track has been upgraded

Craig Cottrill

Maungaraki
1.

Mulberry St lookout layby construction
progress.

Alicetown
2.

Victoria Park - Could do with toilet for
families, even if it is a portable toilet.

3.

Victoria Park - Playground needs a spruce
up to get it looking nice again.

The play centre nearby does not let
families use their toilets.

Normandale
4.
5.

Pekanga Road - Playground needs a spruce
up to get it looking nice again.
Normandale to Tirohanga walking track
signs could do with being bigger and more
info such as ‘not suitable for buggies or
bikes’.
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Explanation

Progress

Officer

Waterblast to remove fungus on
wood.

Completed

Craig Cottrill

An Abatement Notice has been
served on the owner and tenant.

Paul Duffin

Harbourview
6.

Playground on Viewmont Drive looks tired
and could do with a spruce up.

7.

Private property on the corner of Viewmont Could officers investigate whether a
Drive and Harbourview Drive has
business is being run from this
unsightly storage near road.
property?

Completed.

Tirohanga
8.

Pomare Road footpath construction
timetable.

Construction timetable is now for
2015/16 and 2016/17.

Leanne Kernot

9.

Matuhi St playground – needs a fence.

Officers will review.
Why does it need a fence?

Craig Cottrill

A drop kerb will be constructed to
allow pedestrian access from the
footpath through to the carpark.

Craig Cottrill

Stage 1 planting was completed in
September 2015. Further planting
scheduled in 2016.

Janet Lawson
Ron Muir
NZTA

Belmont/Belmont Domain
10.

Footpath by tennis courts at Belmont
Domain needs continuation to the
playground.

11.

Fencing is needed along the stretch of grass
from Belmont School toward Melling for
approx. 150-200 metres.
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It is one of the most popular dog
walking paths in the Hutt, but at that
place the path is very close to the
motorway.
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Issue
Fencing is also needed along the stretch of
grass from Block Road to halfway along to
Belmont lights.

Explanation
Dogs have run onto the road here.

Progress
Along this area there is a
reasonable level of protection north
of the decorative gates. South of
here is under review pending the
Melling Gateway project. This area
is controlled by NZTA and GWRC,
not HCC.

Officer
Ron Muir
NZTA

Belmont Domain – needs a sign at the
entranceway of the domain.

So that visitors know where they are.

Officers have reviewed and there is
appropriate signage in place.

Aaron Marsh

Kelson
14.

The grounds of the Kelson Community
House has a suitable site for a snakes and
ladders playground.

This would need to go through the
annual plan process again.

Craig Cottrill

15.

Major Drive - Ilam Grove playground –
could the fence be reviewed please.

More information please.

Craig Cottrill

SH2 Footpaths
16.

Maungaraki to Melling Bridge along SH2
needs a footpath.
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being prepared by AECOM
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consultants for NZTA, which will be
developed into a proposed option
and put forward for funding.
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Issue
SH2 to Pomare Road:

Explanation

a) In places where there is room, widen the
path to double the existing width.

a) There is increased cycle and
pedestrian usage on this path.
There is no road berm for cyclists
on this part of SH2.

b) Improve the drainage of rainwater from
the hillside so it is drained under the
path rather than over it. Maybe by
raising the path with another 100mm of
concrete so water goes into the existing
drains under the path.
c) Capture the water at all the small
streams with a small nib wall. It could
be covered by a grate to prevent rock
blocking the drain.
d) Please impress upon the contractors that
it is not sufficient to push rock falls into
the gutters.

Progress
Issues have been forwarded to
NZTA’s Adam Nicholls (Journey
Manager) to investigate and address
where required.

Officer
Leanne Kernot
NZTA

b) Currently a number of small
streams run over that path all
year round but much worse in
winter. Silt and leaves remain on
the path from the overflow and
build a muddy compost for
pedestrians and cyclists to try
and get past.
d) Build-up of rocks inhibits
drainage.

e) Remove the tree stump (just south of
Casteloma) left over from the car
collision last year and maintain the selfsown sycamores which can get too
plentiful and cut out the light.
f) Place mulch over the planting strip
beside SH2 under the trees to improve
the appearance.

f)

This is the gateway to the city
and looks very rough at present.

Manor Park
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Explanation

Progress

Officer

To get to Block Road pedestrians
have to walk over the grass – no
footpath. They have to cross Block
Road which can be very busy at
times.
There are only a few low speed trains
on week days and no weekend trains.

Dews Construction has been
contracted to install the path
programmed for completion midNovember 2015

Colin Lunn

Melling
18.

There is poor pedestrian access from
Tirohanga across Block Road to the river
walk/cycleway.

19.

Continuation of cycleway from Petone to
Melling in the rail corridor. A level crossing
is needed somewhere between Western
Hutt Station and Melling.

20.

Melling Station needs a community
noticeboard.
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Concept design options are currently Ron Muir
being prepared by AECOM
AECOM
consultants for NZTA, which will be
developed into a proposed option
and put forward for funding.
We can certainly liaise with GW
Ron Muir
regarding the placement of any
notice board the Community may
wish to provide at the station.
GW would likely approve such a
request, however, they may not
grant funding. It could cost as much
as $2-3K.
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Western Community Committee
21 September 2015

File: (15/1373)

Report no: WCC2015/5/208

Western Community Committee Submissions

Recommendation
That the Committee:
(i)

notes that its submission in respect of the Greater Wellington Regional
Council’s Hutt River Central Business District Stopbank Upgrade requires
retrospective endorsement;

(ii)

endorses its submission attached as Appendix 1 to the report;

(iii)

notes that its submission in respect of the Dog Control Policy and Bylaw
Review requires retrospective endorsement; and

(iv)

endorses its submission attached as Appendix 2 to the report.

Appendices
No.

Title

Page

1

Floodway Plan Stopbank GWRC Submission Feedback for WCC

46

2

WCC Submission on the Dog Control By-Law Review

48

Author: Susan Haniel
Committee Advisor
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The Hutt River CBD Stopbank Upgrade Feedback Submission
To GWRC from Western Community Committee, Hutt City Council.
1. Option A preference – cost benefit analysis reasons.
2. n/a
3. One step is the more efficient and effective cost-benefit approach and
provides certainty for future planning.
4. Two steps will put the city at risk if we delay the inevitable because costs
do rise and do not decline in these type of projects.
5. At one evening presentation, a gentleman noted certain sections of the
river would not be accessible. Perhaps minimising this would be an
approach in planning and concept design.
One woman asked that parts of the river remain wild for ecological
maintenance of the integrity of the river experience. There is an
argument that states you can never straighten a river permanently. There
are monarch butterflies, but we are unsure of their location. Apparently
they like the onga onga aka tree nettle and also the wild Broom. A
butterfly festival to celebrate them was suggested. Perhaps this is on the
CBD side. Such wilderness areas need warnings about public safety if
walking alone.
6. The link with other agencies (HCC, NZTA and GWRC’s own public
transport committee) means that there is the timely opportunity to
produce something win-win. Hutt City currently faces gridlock around the
city at peak traffic times with particular choke points, of which Melling is
one.
Rather than merely seek to move Melling station south by 500 metres,
which causes its own park and ride challenges, I believe that a case for
light rail to and across a clip on to Kennedy Good Bridge would serve the
residents from Kelson, Belmont, Pomare and Wairere Roads back to
Tirohanga and Harbour View by offering a circuit that could run one way
if it offered regular service. This could relieve the Melling Bridge
congestion and although initially expensive, would save money with its
future planning and proofing.
7. Yes we support parking in the river corridor at owners’ risk. We would
also like a parallel incentive programme to encourage people to walk down
DEM11-30-4 - 15/1373 - Western Community Committee Submissions
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to the light rail circuit if they live in the lower half of the western hill
slopes. This could be an annual/season ticket price incentive.
8. Yes, we like the conceptual drawings that show a promenade for city
dwellers and visitors, which links to the city’s heart ie CBD. This appears
like the Wellington Frank Kitts waterfront inter-connected city planning
and would be highly successful and equally well patronised in the Hutt
just like Wellington’s planning has been. There would predictably be
funding injection for retail, restaurants and cafés from both regulars and
visitors.
9. We think a mixture of the paths, steps and wide promenade ramps all
create variety and interest, provided there is always an alternative route
for wheelchairs and the less abled walkers.
10. A new ‘gateway’ bridge is a logical choice. Ewen could have been one, but
it was not sufficiently central and also is not directly off SH2. The
‘gateway’ bridge is a must for Lower Hutt/Hutt City. It needs to make a
statement, not just to be a Dowse Drive interchange copy. This needs to be
a statement Bridge that can have Christmas banners and lights on both
sides.
11. Yes. Of course we are big supporters of the pedestrian/cycle bridge from
Melling to Lower Hutt CBD. We would see it as being used by all ages
from babies in prams/strollers to the elderly walking and cycling. It
encourages a healthy lifestyle for city residents.
12. We are concerned that the three agencies of GWRC, Hutt City Council and
NZTA all work together to a tight timeframe so that this planning
opportunity will not take too long. Cost efficiencies will be gained through
careful planning with achievable timelines that are not too far into the
future. If Option A of the Stopbank upgrade is endorsed by the people,
then the necessity for Melling Bridge to be rebuilt as a ‘Gateway’ Bridge
will be urgent to alleviate city congestion and choke points with city traffic
at peak travel times.. Equally, the relocated train station will need to offer
either a light rail loop to Kennedy Good Bridge (great opportunity), or if
the station is moved south (a less favourable option for Kelson and
Belmont residents) then park and ride options and increased bus links will
be needed to make this option workable for commuters.
WCC: Jill Berridge (Chair), Pete Matcham (Deputy), Mikaela Bowmar, Karyn
Wick.
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Final WCC Submission on the 2015-25 Dog Control By-Law Review
Presented by the Western Community Committee (WCC)
Ph: 566 8781

021 488 682

We want to speak to our submission

We represent a mixture of dog owners and non-dog owners.
IntroductionIn accordance with the Dog Control Act 1996 and subsequent amendments—we
are aware of the need to comply with the law so that Hutt City Council is able 

(a) to make better provision for the control of dogs; and
(b) to make better provision in relation to damage caused by dogs;

In the Review of the Hutt City Council Dog Control Bylaw 2005 we agree with Council’s
target concerning dog control “so that residents are safe, annoyance factors are minimised
and the welfare of animals protected”.
We agree with the aim of this policy being to balance the needs of two general groups:

i.
Dog Owners: the Council aims to encourage responsible dog ownership and
support the needs of dog owners, for example by establishing exercise areas for
dogs; and 
ii.

The General Public: Council needs to support the right for people to move freely
around within the city without experiencing danger, distress or nuisance from
dogs, for example by establishing areas within the city where dogs are prohibited
or restricted.

1. We do have the problem of dog excrement being left on foot paths in the western ward.
The main problem in Normandale is owners who scoop up dog faeces into little coloured
bags and then toss them to the side of the road. A council education programme is needed
akin to bush protocol – take it back with you to dispose of properly.
2. All dogs should be on a leash in public areas, unless the area is fenced safely away from
traffic, or is in a designated dog walk area, or the dog is ‘fully under the control of the
owner’ ie obedient to commands. This whole area of definition is fraught with problems. The
main one being that 'under control' means the dog will respond to the owners
commands.. Some appear to believe it means that a dog is not allowed to do anything they
don't like. Others are deluded and think it means the dog is in charge. In a dog exercise area,
all users need to be aware that dog owners have the right to allow their dogs to run about and
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chase things.
3. Perhaps certain cafes could be advertised for dog suitability eg they have outside tables
like the café opposite the central library southern High Street. It would be up to café owners
to opt in or out. Dogs would still be on a lead.
If we want to have a vibrant cafe culture then allowing people to walk their dogs around the
area and to visit pubs and cafes is an increasing necessity in an increasingly urban society. I
haven't heard of any public health issues in Europe / UK from allowing dogs in cafes
and pubs. Ultimately, it should be the owner/s of the premises who decide/s insofar as
internal access is concerned, but that should not apply to seating in a public area such as the
pavement outside a cafe.
4. A cultural consideration for dog education in our city
Collected comment “I took our Bichon Frise to Percy Scenic reserve on a lead and a
Philippino family were afraid of this ‘maneater’ (the equivalent of a woolly benign cat.) I
checked their homeland status and Rabies is present in their country.”

Areas for Dog Walking
Belmont
Question:
Do you agree with the proposal to establish new dog exercise areas in the following
locations, or to reaffirm the old?
A. Kelso Reserve, Kelson (area 7) * June meeting. Local usage, but this could
change with the new housing proposed.

Yes

B. Hutt River bank end of Owen Street to Belmont Domain (area 6)*
Regular and historic unleashed dog walk and training usage exists
from Charles Street to the end of the tennis court. A challenge to this
use, exists further south of the tennis court with an unfenced playground
by the Norfolk Street tennis courts, where dogs currently race through
unleashed. The Dogs on a Leash sign needs enforcement fine information
ie that dogs must be on a leash near the playground to protect small
children particularly.

Yes

There is the historic usage by the Avalon Kennel Club on the Domain
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square immediately beside Charles Street up to the tennis courts (Trainers
have between them 250 years of experience in dog training and teach
walking dogs off the leash.)
There is the Pony Club that comes from the Belmont Regional Park trail
down to the Domain square immediately beside Charles Street up to the
tennis courts. We are told there have been no problems with ponies and
dogs in the Charles Street square area.
Collected comment: “I must admit to being deeply suspicious about the
whole segregation philosophy. If children never get the opportunity to
interact with dogs outside the family situation, how will they ever learn? I
know any hint of a dog biting a child gets everyone in a panic, but it’s the
same as so called 'stranger danger'. The reality is that most attacks on
children from dogs and adults occur within the family.” Dogs on a leash
by the playground will facilitate this mix of dogs and children in close
proximity.
Collected comment: “I do see dogs running through the playground at
Belmont Domain (sometimes it’s my own dogs!) because that playground
in particular doesn’t have clear boundaries. It’s hard to know when you’re
in the playground area or not, given how spread out the equipment
is. Given it’s situated right next door to a dog obedience club and popular
dog walking area, this is always going to cause some grey areas.
However, I’ve never seen a problem arise from kids playing and dogs
exercising down there.” South end of the tennis court is currently a clear
leashed delineation with evidence of dog owners non-compliance.
C. Kennedy-Good Bridge to Melling Bridge-Regular and historic usage for
dog walking (area 15) on and off leash on both sides of the river. If this
becomes a leash-only area, where would dog owners go to exercise their
dogs off leash? This usage should remain, or there will need to be a dogs
off-leash delineation. We support current usage remaining with the
proviso that unleashed dogs be under the control of their owners or
leashed to protect joggers. Signage should state owners can and will be
prosecuted for uncontrolled dogs.

Yes

D. .16 Melling Bridge to Ava Park (area 16)* This would appear to be a dogs
on leash recommendation for purposes of mixed usage and practice,and its
close proximity to CBD..

Yes

E. 18 Ava Park (map 18)* Regular and historic usage. A dogs on leash if not
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under the owner’s control.
F: Manor Park to Benmore Crescent (area 40)* Regular and historic usage. . A
dogs on leash if not under the owner’s control.

Yes

G. Redvers Drive, Belmont *(new proposed area). This area has not yet been
fully canvassed to gauge opinions thoroughly. Mixed feedback so far. Usage is
sporadic at present. . A dogs on leash if not under the owner’s control.

Yes

H: 38 Oakleigh Street (area 38)* This area has not yet been fully canvassed to
gauge opinions thoroughly. Mixed feedback so far. Usage is sporadic at present.
There is a query about public access on a private road (Lime Grove). There is
currently no public access to area 38. We cannot forsee a solution to this
problem.

Yes

Other issues
1. NZ Kennel Club - “believes dogs are intelligent beings and have feelings. Therefore
dogs have rights to an appropriate level of care and treatment by humans
generally and in particular by those humans responsible for them as
recognised under the Dogs Welfare Code 2010.”
HCC ought to state something similar. to adopt the dog welfare standard in both the
policy and bylaw. The animal welfare code provides dog owners with a very
comprehensive practical guide to dog ownership and welfare.

2. HCC ought to restate the dangerous breeds part of the law in its by-law that makes it
clear which are the breeds of dog that are excluded within New Zealand and within
Hutt City. The following four breeds cannot be imported into New Zealand: American
Pit Bull Terrier, Dogo Argentino, Brazilian Fila, Japanese Tosa Inu and Perro de
Presa Canario.[ Porirua City Council states it on their website under dog control.]
HCC should also consider or research the banning or restricting of the following
breeds: American Bulldog, the Neopolitan Mastiff, and any other of similar types.
Collected comment: “I’m also a little uncomfortable stating that HCC should look at
banning dog breeds beyond those expressly forbidden to be imported into NZ. “

Conclusion
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Where unleashed dogs are able to run through playgrounds, this is not an ideal situation. This
currently occurs in Norfolk Street, Belmont Domain and Matuhi Street,Tirohanga. Officers
do not understand the idea of protecting small children. We understand, however, that
Belmont Domain is a floodway and therefore that particular playground cannot be fenced.

We thank you for the opportunity to submit on this Dog Control By-Law.
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Chair’s Report for September-October 2015
1. Art installation for Maungaraki Shopping Area
This temporary art installation was
arranged early October 2015 in
conjunction with Desiree Mulligan
and bought for the city from the Te
Awakairangi Sculpture Trust and it
has been well received.

Many favourable comments have
been offered to date, including the comment it was good to get some value for this area’s
local rating input.

I note that it brings a smile to those who have looked at it. Thank you Desiree and to the artist
Mia Hamilton – this has been a resounding success as an art installation.

2. Planting in the Floodway by the Hutt River and Belmont School
The planting by the Hutt River and Belmont School on 26
September was such a resounding success that with 22 or so
people, the 400 plants were planted in just one hour.

Janet Lawson was the contact officer and had efficiently
organised the holes to be pre-dug, the trees to be varied in
variety and therefore size and the refreshments for
afterwards.

The experience was so pleasant that a non-gardener like
myself will be more than happy to repeat the experience.

I recently visited the dog walking area and the plants are growing well and have held their
own despite some ferocious winds lately.
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3. Submissions
The Floodway Plan Submission to Greater Wellington Regional Council and the Dog Control
By-Law policy submissions were both supplemented after our meeting of 10 September 2015
at the Hardwick Smith Lounge in order to best represent the opinions of the ward that we
represent.

The submission to the Dog Control By-Law Policy Review Committee was delivered in
person on 22 October 2015.

4. The Hutt-Minoh House Spring (Cherry Blossom) Festival
This year’s event, by everyone’s account, was another great success. The dancers, the archery
group, the Japanese calligraphy demonstration, the Japanese lesson, the songs and the tea
ceremony all contributed to make this a great day out.

5. Briefings
On 7 October the briefings presented covered noise abatement, which was most interesting in
the area of noise measurement and call out protocols. The proposed Seaview Marina concept
plan presentation was most impressive.

The Greenfield Development in Kelson raised some concerns about the extremely small
sections on a portion of the concept plan for the end of Major Drive, Kelson. While such
sections can be compensated for by use of excellent building designs, it is hoped that a
watching brief will be maintained to ensure this occurs.
6. NZTA
a. Maintenance: It is amazing to consider how long it takes to replace a small portion of
concrete barrier near the Tirohanga lights. From May until now, we have seen
contractors frequently, but the temporary fix remains.
b. Traffic Light Phasing: Now that we have been informed that 6 seconds is
sufficient to enter and exit from Belmont Domain, we will be much more careful.
Opportunities to cross across traffic are less frequent; patience is advised.
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The Western Community Committee congratulates the Hutt City
Council on the completion of the Walter Nash Stadium and
acknowledges that all wards share in, and use, its facilities.
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